
Paying Your Debt  
Here is a look at how much debt 

the average person has and how 
many days of work per year it takes 
to service that debt. 
$54,080 Average wage in KY 

$208 Average daily wage in KY 

30% Normal debt to wage ratio 

$16,224 Anuual debt service 

78 Work days a year to pay debt 
 
$379,956 Typical amount Ken-
tuckians pay in their lifetime on 
debt and interest. 

SOURCE: Various databases 

Flower shop is sold 
Teena York, owner of Louise’s 

Flowers in Marion, announced on 
social media early this week that 
she has sold the flower shop to 
Brian and Michelle Hodge. They 
will assume ownership on July 1. 
Michelle has experience working 
at the flower shop. “I have been 
here 50 years, but I feel like now 
is the time to pass the torch to 
someone younger with fewer 
aches and pains,” York said in an 
online post.   

 

Free trees on Friday 
Crittenden County Conservation 

District will once again offer free 
tree seedlings to county residents, 
with distribution set to begin at 10 
a.m., Friday, March 21 at its office 
on East Bellville Street across from 
The Crittenden Press. Trees will be 
available until supplies run out. 

This year’s selection includes 
baldcypress, pecan, pawpaw, 
white oak, hazelnut, eastern red-
bud, swamp white oak, willow oak, 
Shumard oak and white pine. 
Thanks to a partnership with the 
Kentucky Division of Forestry, the 
district’s purchase of white pine, 
Shumard oak and white oak have 
been matched to increase avail-
ability. Seedlings are bagged two 
per bag, with a limit of six bags, 
allowing residents to take home 
up to 12 trees. The initiative aims 
to enhance local landscapes, pro-
vide wildlife habitat and contribute 
to the county’s forestry conserva-
tion efforts. Residents from both 
urban and rural areas of Critten-
den County are encouraged to 
participate while supplies last. 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
March 20 at the county office 
complex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, March 20 at its 
office on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden County High 
School's Site-Based, Decision-
Making Council meets at 3:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 20 in the 
school library.  

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, March 24 at Deer Lakes. 
meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 25 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Livingston Fiscal Court will 
meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, March 
25 at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 
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George 
almost 
had it 
right 

 
Predicting the future ain’t 

exact science, but George Or-
well came pretty doggone 
close. 

Back in 1948, 
George Orwell sat 
down and wrote a 
little book called 
1984, which I read 
in high school or 
college – been too 
long to remember 
exactly when. It 
was supposed to 
be a warning, but 
I will be darned if 
it didn’t turn out 
to be more of a prophecy. He 
envisioned a world where “Big 
Brother” was always watching 
– listening to every word, 
keeping tabs on every move 
and making sure folks toed 
the line. Turns out, he wasn’t 
too far off. 

But there’s a real world 
twist. It isn’t government 
that’s watching our every 
move – it’s Amazon. 

No, Uncle Sam isn’t peeking 
through everyone’s blinds or 
listening to them complain 
about a sore back. But your 
smartphone sure is. Say “I 
need a new mattress” out 
loud just once, and within 
minutes, you’ll be knee-deep 
in smartphone adverisements 
for memory foam and ad-
justable bases. Coincidence? 
Hardly! 

Marketing folks aren’t inter-
ested in controlling our 
thoughts like Orwell’s Big 
Brother. They just want our 
paychecks. And boy, do they 
know how to get those wallets 
open. Their sneaky little algo-
rithms track everything – 
what we buy, what we 
browse, what we almost buy 
but change our minds about 
at the last second. And now, 
with artificial intelligence 
stepping in, the game has 
gone from clever to downright 
eerie. I was using an AI tool 
the other day to generate 
some copy and it not only 
gathered information from my 
input material, but included 
things I had talked about 
with another person a day be-
fore. It had no way of knowing 
those things, unless it was 
eavesdropping. Kind of 
creepy. 

AI isn’t just crunching 
numbers anymore. It’s listen-
ing. It’s studying our habits, 
learning our preferences, and 
predicting our next purchase 
before we even know we want 
it. Forget fortune tellers with 
crystal balls – AI knows more 
about us than we know about 
ourselves.  

Now, you might not think 
you’re using AI (artificial in-
telligence), but you’re wrong. 
If you’re on a smartphone or 
computer and conducting 
web searches, you’re in knee 
deep. 

Orwell got a lot right, but 
he missed a couple of details: 
Twasnt the Uncle Sam eye-
balling us with remote cam-
eras and microphones and 
there’s no clandestine revolu-
tion forming to stop what’s 
going on. We’re handing over 
our information willingly, one 
online purchase at a time. Big 
Brother didn’t have to force 
his way in – we sent him an 
invitation, and we’re letting 
him save our credit card info 
for faster checkout.  

If you ever wonder what the 
future looks like, don’t ask a 
sci-fi writer. Just check your 
social media and email ads. 
Odds are, they already know 
what you’re thinking. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher
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STAFF REPORT 
Marion City Council has 

approved a resolution to 
transfer ownership and 
maintenance responsibili-
ties for two city routes to 
the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet’s Department 
of Highways. 

During Monday’s coun-
cil meeting a measure was 
adopted to add Industrial 
Drive and Country Club 
Drive to the State Primary 
Road System. The move 
will effectively facilitate the 
use of these roads as a by-
pass for larger vehicle traf-
fic, alleviating congestion 

at the intersection of U.S. 
60 and U.S. 641, but 
that’s not the primary rea-
son for the change, said 
Mayor D’Anna Browning. 

Local leaders have been 
trying to find a solution to 
problems along Country 
Club Drive and Industrial 
Park Drive for decades. 
The routes connect US 
641 south of Marion to US 
60 west of Marion. Over 
the years, particularly 
when industries on either 
end of the two        
streets – lumber and  

See DRIVES/page 3 

Ten-year-old Kye Smith (right) and his eight-year-old brother, 
Axl, enjoyed some motorcyle fun on a neighbor’s lawn on First 
Street last week during warm temperatures. The boys’ dog, 
Tank, was having a big time, too.

STAFF REPORT 
Dr. Redonna Chandler, a 

Marion native and accom-
plished researcher in the 
fields of addiction and public 
health, has been selected to 
receive the 2025 College of 
Arts and Sciences Hall of 
Fame Distin-
g u i s h e d 
A l u m n i 
Award. The 
c e r e m o n y 
will take 
place on 
April 11 in 
Lexington. 

Chandler, 
who was 
honored last 
year as a Distinguished 
Alumna of Crittenden 
County High School, has 
built a career dedicated to 
advancing health services 
research and implementing 
evidence-based practices to 
combat substance use and 

HIV. 
A 1986 graduate of the 

University of Kentucky’s 
College of Arts and Sciences 
with a degree in history and 
psychology, she went on to 
earn a Ph.D. in Counseling 
Psychology in 1993. Her 
work has gained national 
and international recogni-
tion, particularly in the 
areas of integrated care re-
search and dissemination 
and implementation science. 

Chandler’s career includes 
leadership roles at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
(NIH), where she has spear-
headed efforts to bridge re-
search with criminal justice 
and health systems. She 
currently serves as the Di-
rector of the HIV Research 
Program and the HEALing 

Communities Study at the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA). 

Among her many accom-
plishments, she led the 
largest implementation sci-
ence study in addiction, 
aiming to reduce overdose 
fatalities across multiple 
states, including Kentucky. 
She has also been instru-
mental in expanding re-
search networks to address 
addiction and related health 
concerns in legal settings. 

The Distinguished Alumni 
Award recognizes graduates 
who have achieved excel-
lence in their professions or 
made a significant impact on 
their communities or the 
world. Chandler’s lifelong 
commitment to public serv-
ice and scientific innovation 
has positioned her as a 
leader in her field, making 
her a fitting recipient of this 
prestigious honor.

Chandler

Chandler to be presented 
distinguished UK honor

Racing into 
Spring

Industrial Drive and Country Club Drive will be turned 
over to the Kentucky Department of Transportation and 
truck traffic once again will be allowed.

Big trucks will be 
back on CC Drive

MIA/POW 
among first 
flags to fly 

 
STAFF REPORT 

Organizers of the Hometown 
Heroes project are working to 
ensure fallen service members 
from the community are hon-
ored this Memorial Day with 
commemorative banners dis-
played throughout town. 

The initiative, which seeks to 
recognize local veterans, partic-
ularly those killed in action 
(KIA) and those who were pris-
oners of war (POW) or missing 
in action (MIA), has received 
limited funding so far. While 
one banner for a fallen hero has 
been sponsored, organizers 
hope to secure additional dona-
tions to expand the project. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning says 
she is actively seeking contri-
butions to help fund more ban-
ners, prioritizing the most 
recent fallen service members 
and working back through time 
to include those from earlier 
conflicts all the way back to 
World War I. 

A recent donation of $500  
 

See VETS/page 3 
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Deaths
Hickey

Dorothy Emma Hick-
ey, 95, of Marion, passed 
away peacefully at her 
home on 
T u e s d a y , 
March 11, 
2025. She 
was a devot-
ed member of 
Marion Bap-
tist Church, 
where she 
found joy in her faith 
and community. She was 
well known for her kind-
ness, generosity, and the 
homemade cakes she 
lovingly baked for family, 
friends, and neighbors.

 Surviving are her hon-
orary son, Gary Baulos 
of Marion, who loving-
ly called her ‘Momma’ 
throughout their 25 years 
of cherished friendship.

 She was preceded in 
death by her beloved 
husband, Edward “Pete” 
Hickey; a son, Dennis 

Hickey; and nine siblings.
 She was laid to rest at 

Green Hill Memorial Gar-
dens in Hopkinsville.

 In honor of Hickey’s 
lifelong dedication to her 
church and community, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Marion 
Baptist Church Fami-
ly Life Center, 313 East 
Depot Street, Marion, KY 
42064.

Paid obituary

Jennings
Michael Edward Jen-

nings, 67, of Grand Riv-
ers, died Tuesday, March 
11, 2025 
at Baptist 
Health Pa-
ducah.

He worked 
as a towboat 
captain for 
Three Rivers 
Rock and In-
gram Materials. He had 
a heart of gold and loved 
his family. He was the 
best advice giver and se-
cret keeper ever. He was 
of the Baptist faith.

Surviving are two 
daughters, Shawanna 
(Dale) Oliver of Smithland 
and Nacole Walters of 
Paducah; 昀ve grandchil-
dren, Hannah (Mitchell) 
Hicks of Grand Rivers, 
Kenslie Walters (Ken-
ny Poloski) of Bandana, 
Hallie Oliver of Calvert 
City, Kyle and Whitney 
Walters of LaCenter; four 
great-grandchi ldren, 
McKenlee Walters, Kenlie 
Poloski, Bryscon Walters, 
and Kyleigh Walters; a 
brother, Roger Jennings 
of West Plains, Mo..; and 
several nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews,

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Clarence and Alta “Jerry” 
(Burns) Jennings.

Funeral services were 
Saturday, March 15 in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services, with Bro 
BJ Myrick of昀ciating.
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Newsprint is a renewable resource.  
Recycling bins are located  

at the county’s convenience center on  
U.S. 60 east of Marion.

No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, March 20
• CCHS SBDM meets at 3:30 p.m. in the library.
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
•Time Well Spent will be at 2 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.
• Crochet Class will start at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Extension Annex.
• Take a Load Off will be at 7 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.
Saturday, March 22
• An all-you-can eat breakfast will be held from 7-10 
a.m. at Salem Masonic Lodge #81. The lodge is 
located at 237 W. Main St., Salem. Cost is $6. 
Monday, March 24
• Marion VFW located at 412 North College St., 
Marion, will serve breakfast from 7:30-10 a.m. Cost 

is $8 or make a donation.
• Friends Forever meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Extension Annex.
• All About House Plants will meet at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Extension Of昀ce.
Tuesday, March 25
• EH Lesson Leader training will start 10 a.m. at the 
Crittenden County Extension Of昀ce.
• Hooks and Needles meets at noon at the Crittenden 
County Public Library.
• Learn how to grow your own lettuce and radish at 
5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden County Extension Annex.
Wednesday, March 26
• Green Clean will be held at 2 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extensoin Annex.
• A Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the City-
County Park.

Fredonia Valley Heri-
tage Society and Fredo-
nia American Legion Post 
103 will hold a service at 
1 p.m. Saturday, March 
29, at the Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans Memorial to 
honor Vietnam War vet-
erans.

The ceremony aligns 
with National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day, desig-
nated annually on March 

29 by the Vietnam War 
Veterans Recognition Act 
of 2017. The date marks 
the disestablishment of 
the U.S. Military Assis-
tance Command in Viet-
nam and the departure 
of the last U.S. combat 
troops from the country 
in 1973.

All Vietnam War vet-
erans in attendance will 
be honored with a gift. 

The event will feature a 
昀yover by an Air Evac 
helicopter, as well as 
speeches from Vietnam 
veterans. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring their 
own chairs.

Organizers urge the 
public to take time this 
month to thank Vietnam 
War veterans for their 
service and sacri昀ce.

Vietnam veteran service to be held in Fredonia 

After more than 20 
years, Kentucky’s Spay 
and Neuter specialty li-
cense plate is ready for 
a new look and Com-
missioner of Agriculture 
Jonathan Shell is invit-
ing the public to submit 
their artwork for the new 
design.

“Practicing responsible 
pet ownerships and the 
need to reduce the stray 
and homeless pet popu-
lation are the messages 
surrounding this plate 
design,” Commissioner 
Shell said. “With 411 an-
imal shelters and animal 
welfare organizations in 
Kentucky, it’s obvious 
we, as a society, need to 
do more to control the 
population. Since Feb-
ruary is Spay and Neu-
ter Awareness Month, 
this is the perfect time 
to refresh our design and 
send a call out to local 
artists.”

The current Spay and 
Neuter license plate, 
which depicts a kitten 
and a puppy nuzzled 
together, was adopted 
to raise awareness of 
the need to reduce the 
population of stray and 
homeless animals in 
Kentucky. During its life-

time, sales have equated 
to more than $600,000 in 
grants being awarded to 
organizations, resulting 
in more than 17,200 cats 
and dogs being spayed or 
neutered.

Proceeds from the sales 
of the license plates go to 
the Animal Control and 
Care Fund, which is ad-
ministered by the Animal 
Control Advisory Board. 
The Board was estab-
lished in 1998 by an act 
of the Kentucky General 
Assembly. The duties of 
the Board include mak-
ing recommendations to 
the Kentucky Commis-
sioner of Agriculture re-
lating to animal control 
issues and evaluating 
applications for spay and 
neuter grants to Ken-
tucky counties and mu-
nicipalities.

Artists are asked to 
consider the following in 
their designs:

Why Spay and Neuter?
1. Helps cut down on 

Kentucky’s pet overpop-
ulation problem

2. The more pets that 
are spayed/neutered, 
the more pets can be ad-
opted

3. Spaying/Neutering 
can reduce bad behavior 
such as roaming, spray-
ing and 昀ghting

4. Reduces risk of dis-
ease

The guidelines for de-
signing a specialty li-
cense plate can be found 
at https://shorturl.at/
lvwKI

The contest deadline is 
April 20, 2025. Entries 
can be submitted to Mi-
chael Grant at Michael.
Grant@ky.gov.

Contest seeks new spay/neuter plate design

At 8:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, March 25 at Marion 
City Hall, Judge Execu-
tive Perry Newcom, Fam-
ily Court Judge Brandi 
Rogers and CASA staff 
will hold a proclamation 
signing for April:  Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  
The community is invited 
to this event.  Immedi-
ately following the read-
ing and signing of the 
proclamation, pinwheels 
will be planted.

For more information 
visit midwestcasa.org.

Child Abuse 
Proclamation 
is next week



Growing up, I spent 
countless hours at City-
County Park. I was not 
the athletic one, so I was 
in the bleachers while my 
brothers played. They 
were just 
far enough 
apart in 
age to be in 
two differ-
e n t 
l e a g u e s , 
meaning I 
spent dou-
ble the 
time there. 
A trip to 
the playground was 
guaranteed to collect 
splinters, so there I sat in 
the bleachers. 

My sister-in-law likes 
to tell people she first 
saw me sitting in the 
bleachers backward, 
reading a Boxcar Chil-
dren book. She was 
wrong about what I was 
reading. I read Baby-Sit-
ters Club books. How-
ever, the important 

takeaway was that there 
was little for a younger 
sibling to do during long 
Saturdays at the park. 

Looking back through 
the bored eyes of that lit-
tle girl, I am so excited to 
see all the improvements 
at our park over the 
years. We have come a 
long way from splinter-
inducing playgrounds 
and porta-potties. The 
fields are so much nicer, 
we have a wonderful 
walking trail, and, of 
course, the newest addi-
tion – a playground that 
would make 10-year-old 
me super jealous. 

Many community 
members and businesses 
have already contributed 
to what will hopefully be 
the newest positive addi-
tion to the park: A per-
manent Story Walk along 
the walking trail. Story 
Walks have proven to 
offer many benefits for 
children, families and 
communities, including: 

Boosting literacy and 
education – By trans-
forming stories into an 
interactive walking expe-
rience, Story Walks moti-
vate families to bond 
while enhancing literacy 
skills. 

Encouraging outdoor 
activity – In today's digi-
tal age, Story Walks offer 
a compelling reason to 
step outside and connect 
with nature. Walking 
while reading promotes a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Supporting early child-
hood development – For 
young children, physical 
movement and story-
telling play a crucial role 
in cognitive development 
and help instill a lifelong 
love for reading. 

Crittenden County Ex-
tension has long been in-
volved in Story Walks. 
Years ago, dedicated 4-H 
volunteer Larry Haire 
transported many stories 
along the trail on his 
four-wheeler, enriching 

the lives of our commu-
nity's children. However, 
temporary Story Walks 
require several workdays 
to prepare and install, 
and they start looking 
unkempt after just a few 
days due to weather, 
vandals and people using 
the bucket stands as 
trash cans. 

With a permanent 
Story Walk, children and 
families will still receive 
all the benefits while 
adding beauty to the 
park. Last year, a survey 
was placed at the end of 
the walk, and all re-
sponses requested that 
Story Walks become a 
regular fixture in the 
park. 

We are now just five 
"pages" away from com-
pleting a full, permanent 
Story Walk. If you or your 
business would like to 
help sponsor one of the 
last five pages, you can 
send a check made out to 
Crittenden County Ex-

tension Board with 
"Story Walk" in the memo 
to 1534 US 60. For more 
information, call 270-
965-5236.  

If you sponsor an en-
tire page for $350, we will 
place a plaque with your 
name on that page.

STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County 

Grand Jury last week on 
a short docket, heard 
four cases and issued an 
indictment in two. The 
other cases were dis-
missed with no true bills.  

A grand jury does not 
decide guilt or innocence; 
rather, it determines 
whether enough evidence 
exists to proceed with 
prosecuting a felony case 
in circuit court. The pros-
ecution is the sole source 
of evidence presented to 
the grand jury. 

The following indict-
ments were issued dur-
ing the grand jury’s 
March session: 

•Robert Hall, 39, of 
Grand Rivers was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of  first-degree posses-
sion of a controlled    
substance (methamphet-
amine) and other misde-
meanors and violations 
for possession of drug 
paraphernalia, improper 
signal, rear license not il-
luminated, operating on 
a suspended or revoked 
license and obstructed 
vision or windshield.  

According to court 
records, deputies on Jan. 
8, 2024 observed a white 
pickup truck make a left 
hand turn from the Lake 
City Dollar General onto 
US 62 without signaling. 
Deputies also observed 
the vehicle to have a large 
crack spanning from the 

center of the windshield 
to directly in front of the 
driver’s side and the li-
cense plate was not illu-
minated.  

Additionally, the driver 
was observed making er-
ratic movements such as 
reaching around in the 
cab of the vehicle, says 
the citation. A traffic stop 
was conducted near the 
intersection of US 62 and 
Depot Road. It was deter-
mined that the driver had 
a suspended operator’s 
license. 

During the consensual 
search of the vehicle, 

deputies located behind 
the driver’s seat two nee-
dles, the citation says. 
One of the needles tested 
positive for meth during a 
field test. 

•Fawaz Ghurmullah 
Alghamdi, 27, of 
Nashville, Tenn., was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
for first-degree posses-
sion of methampheta-
mine and other 
misdemeanors and viola-
tions for speeding, failure 
to maintain vehicle in-
surance, having no oper-
ator’s license, possession 
of an open alcoholic bev-

erage in a vehicle and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.  

Court records indicated 
that at 10:30 p.m., on 
Jan. 6 during snowy road 
conditions, the suspect 
was observed operating a 
2009 Hyundai Santa Fe 
at 93 mph on Interstate 
24.  

Following a traffic stop, 
officers found a syringe 
allegedly loaded with 
methamphetamine and 
the citation says that 
more of the alleged drug 
was located in a baggie. 
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DRIVES 
Continued from page 1 

manufacturing – began to grow, the 
road began to fail in many places, in-
cluding at their intersection.  

Large truck traffic was destroying 
County Club Drive in particular, which 
leaders say was poorly constructed 
many years ago. 

In 2017, some city council members 
wanted to close the road until the state 
took it over. At the time, there was no 
interest by transportation officials to do 
that, so the city reacted by prohibiting 
tractor-trailers and other large trucks 
from using it as a cut-through road be-
tween two of the town’s major trans-
portation arteries.  

Routing big trucks through the inter-
section of US 641 and US 60 on Main 
Street created another set of problems. 
The tight turn is so difficult to navigate, 
AT&T eventually moved a utility pole it 
owned on the southwest corner of the 

intersection because it kept getting hit 
by big trucks. State transportation offi-
cials then deemed it best to pull the 
traffic light from the intersection and 
install a four-way stop. 

“We cannot afford to build up the full 
length of country club drive,” mayor 
Browning said, pointing out that about 
eight years ago the city paid $85,000 
repair with concrete a small section 
that had badly deteriorated. 

“The rest of Country Club Drive is in-
sufficient for heavy traffic such as 
school buses and commercial vehicles,” 
Browning said. “We are not handing 
over these roads in order to make it a 
truck route. We are handing them over 
to the state because we can’t afford to 
rebuild them for general use.” 

Browning said the troublesome four-
way at Main and Gum streets, is a sec-
ondary reason for the switch. 

“Trucks cannot negotiate that four-
way. Both of these issues are con-
nected,” she said. 

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License 
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 
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As we move into the third week 
of March, the signs of spring are 
becoming increasingly evident. 
The weather in White Plains, Ken-
tucky, has been a mix of cool and 
mild temperatures, with highs 
ranging from the mid-40s to the 
low 70s over the past two weeks. 
This fluctuation is typical for 
March, reflecting the transitional 
nature of the season.  

One of the most delightful her-
alds of spring is the blooming of 
"Easter flowers," commonly known 
as jonquils or daffodils. These vi-
brant blossoms, belonging to the 
genus Narcissus, have started to 
appear in gardens and fields 
across the region, adding splashes 
of yellow and white to the land-
scape. Their presence is a cheerful 
reminder of the renewal and 
growth that comes with this time 
of year.  

March also brings the excite-
ment of "March Madness," capti-

vating basketball 
enthusiasts na-
tionwide as the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment nears. In 
Kentucky, high 
school basketball 
has been particu-
larly thrilling. The 
Crittenden County 
Lady Rockets, 
under the leader-
ship of Coach 
Shannon Hodge, 
clinched their third Fifth District 
Championship in four years and 
played in the Second Region 
championship for the second time 
in three years, losing both times to 
Henderson County, which has 
won nearly every regional title over 
the past 20 years. 

For those less inclined toward 
basketball, March offers ample op-
portunities to engage in outdoor 
activities. The warming tempera-

tures make it an ideal time to 
tackle gardening tasks that may 
have been deferred during the 
colder months. Pruning landscap-
ing plants in early March can pro-
mote healthy growth, and as the 
grass begins to grow, preparing 
lawn mowers for the upcoming 
mowing season is advisable.   

March is certainly a time of tran-
sition as the dormant grass and 
trees begin to wake up and come 
alive once again. I love this time of 
the year because it reminds me of 
new life and the new life we have 
in Jesus Christ!  

One of my favorite hymns actu-
ally refers to Spring: “Summer and 
Winter and Springtime and Har-
vest... Great is Thy faithfulness, 
Lord, unto me.” There is much un-
certainty in our world today. One 
thing we know for certain: God is 
always faithful, regardless of what 
month it is!

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails
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from Kentucky Utilities (KU) will 
cover the cost of five banners ded-
icated to POW/MIA personnel, 
which may be displayed for longer 
periods along East Carlisle Street. 
However around $6,000 is still 
needed to ensure all KIA banners 
can be produced in time. Marion 
Tourism Commission this week 
approved giving the city $1,300 to-
ward the project. 

“People are going to see the ban-
ners displayed then ask about 
them, I think,” the mayor said 
about the slower than expected re-
sponse from the public to partici-
pate in the project.  

“We will probably have bigger re-
sponse next year and farther down 
the road for years to come. My 
biggest concern right now is the 86 
fallen warriors from Crittenden 

County. I am currently reaching 
out asking for corporate donations 
to buy banners for each one of 
them,” the mayor said. 

The city has identified 27 deco-
rative poles that could hold up to 
54 banners if they are doubled up 
on each pole. The mayor says 
wooden utility poles could even be 
used if demand increases. The 
banners could rotate for different 
periods so the number of available 
spots is almost limitless. The five 
decorative poles along East 
Carlisle have been set aside specif-
ically for POW/MIA banners, with 
the mayor also advocating for a 
commemorative street sign in their 
honor. While not an official street 
renaming, the sign would serve as 
a lasting tribute. 

Organizers have set a new dead-
line of May 15 for veterans and ac-
tive-duty service members who did 
not die in combat to be included in 

future banner displays. These ban-
ners will be reserved for additional 
observances, such as periods be-
fore and after Fourth of July and 
Veterans Day. 

So far, 14 banners have been 
purchased by individuals at $72 
each. 

As Memorial Day approaches, 
organizers anticipate increased in-
terest once the banners start going 
up.  

Those interested in sponsoring a 
banner for a fallen service member 
or donating to the project are en-
couraged to contact city hall as 
soon as possible. 

“We love our veterans,” the 
mayor added. “We support our mil-
itary as evidence by the large 
American Flag we commissioned to 
be painted on the side of the John-
son’s Furniture building in Marion 
and we’ve painted our fire hy-
drants red, white and blue.”

Livingston Grand Jury indicts two 

Time again for Easter flowers

Extension close to goal on park story walk



Nunn-Switch reparis 
Nunn-Switch Road, closed 

since March 17 for repair, 
should reopen late this week so 
long as rain does not hinder the 
work. The road is closed be-
tween Cave Springs Road and 
Cool Springs Road for major 
base failure repairs. Rainfall 
this week could push comple-
tion time to Monday or Tues-
day. 

 

Bates sworn to board, 
serving Fredonia area 

Jamie Bates has been ap-
pointed to fill the vacant Dis-
trict 1 seat on the Caldwell 
County school board. 

A lifelong Cald-
well County resi-
dent and a 1988 
graduate of Cald-
well County High 
School, Bates will 
serve the remain-
der of the term, 
with the seat set to appear on 
the ballot in November 2026. 

Bates, who previously served 
as booster club treasurer for 
the Caldwell County Middle 
School soccer team, said she 
felt a responsibility to advocate 
for students and families. 

“As a parent, I decided it’s 
my obligation to serve as a 
voice for the students and fam-
ilies in our district,” Bates said. 
“I deeply care about public ed-
ucation and have a heart for 
serving others. This opportu-
nity will be one of my most re-
warding achievements.” 

She expressed gratitude to 
the board members for their 
confidence in her. 

Bates and her husband, 
David, have three children: 
Lindsay, David Jr., and Nunie, a 
freshman at Caldwell County 
High School. 

She was sworn in during a 
working session last week and 
replaces Stephanie Feagan on 
the school board. Bates repre-
sents District 1, which includes 
the areas of Fredonia, Donald-
son and Briarfield. 

 

Traffic will slow for I-24 
bridge inpsections 

A contractor for the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet 
will impose daytime lane re-
strictions on the Interstate 24 
Cumberland River Bridge start-
ing Monday, March 24, for in-
spection work. 

Crews will use an under-
bridge inspection vehicle be-
ginning at 8 a.m. each day for 
about five days. Traffic will shift 
into the open lane as work al-
ternates between sides of the 
bridge. 

The twin structures, also 
carrying Interstate 69, are lo-
cated at the Livingston-Lyon 
County line at mile marker 
33.67 and accommodate more 
than 30,000 vehicles daily. 

The inspection is expected to 
conclude by Friday, March 28, 
weather permitting. Motorists 
should watch for signage, 
trucks with arrow boards, and 
workers along the roadway. 

 
 

Old Kentucky Hayride 
is March 29 at Fohs 

Cutter & Cash and The Ken-
tucky Grass, fresh off their ap-
pearance a few weeks ago on 
RFD TV, will host their spring 
Old Kentucky Hayride starting 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, March 29 
at historic Fohs Hall. Doors will 
open at 6 p.m. All proceeds 
from ticket sales go to Critten-
den County Food Bank. Con-
cessions will be available. For 
ticket information, call 270-
704-2591. 

 

Trucker who fired at 
Marion woman is 
formally sentenced 

A Texas truck driver who 
fired gunshots into a vehicle on 
Interstate 24 in Lyon County 
has been sentenced to eight 
years in prison, but legal argu-
ments over his parole eligibility 
have taken center stage in the 
case. 

Leland Blake, 60, of Dallas, 
pleaded guilty to two felony 

counts of first-degree wanton 
endangerment back in Decem-
ber. Assistant Commonwealth 
Attorney Chad Nelson had rec-
ommended two consecutive 
four-year sentences, totaling 
eight years. However, debate 
ensued last week during formal 
sentencing in Lyon County Cir-
cuit Court over whether Blake 
should serve 85% of his sen-
tence before becoming eligible 
for parole or just 20%. 

The prosecution argued that 
under the Safer Kentucky Act, 
Blake’s crime would fall under 
new guidelines requiring an 
85% parole eligibility threshold. 
But before his final sentencing, 
Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd ruled in a separate 
case that imposing an 85% re-
quirement for offenses com-
mitted before July 15, 2023, 
violated the ex post facto 
clause of the U.S. Constitution. 
That decision meant parole eli-
gibility should remain at 20% 
for such cases. 

Blake’s attorneys filed a mo-
tion requesting that Lyon Cir-
cuit Judge Natalie White 
designate in the final judgment 
that his parole eligibility be set 
at 20%. Prosecutors opposed 
the request, arguing that parole 
eligibility was not an ex post 
facto issue and should be de-
termined by the Department of 
Corrections. Judge White ruled 
against the Commonwealth, 
holding that the 85% require-
ment was unconstitutional in 
Blake’s case and designating in 
the final judgment that he 
would be eligible for parole 
after serving 20% of his sen-
tence. 

According to the Kentucky 
Online Offender Lookup, Blake 
will be eligible for parole in 
September 2026. 

In August of 2023, Blake 
fired multiple shots toward a 
vehicle driven on the interstate 
by Marion resident Laurie 
Yates. Yates had testified at a 
hearing three months ago when 
Blake pleaded guilty that she 
and her teenage nephew were 
traveling along I-24 when a 
blue Freightliner 18-wheeler 
began tailgating them. Mo-
ments later, at least two bullets 
struck their SUV. Fortunately, 
neither was injured. 

Investigators later recovered 
bullets from the body of her 
vehicle. Yates’ nephew, now a 
junior at Crittenden County 
Schools, saw Blake fire from the 
driver’s side window with a 
9mm Kahr CT9 handgun. 

Yates called 911 and pro-
vided a description of the 
Freightliner. Police later 
stopped Blake in Livingston 
County and took him into cus-
tody.  

 

Spring weather prompts 
school to remind about 
its dress code policies 

With the arrival of spring and 
the approach of summer, Crit-
tenden County Schools last 
week reminded students and 
parents with a direct electronic 
mesage to review dress code 
policies to ensure compliance 
during the warmer months. As 
temperatures rise, students 
often opt for lighter clothing, 
but schools emphasize the im-
portance of dressing appropri-
ately for the learning 
environment. 

Most school policies require 
that tops provide adequate 
coverage, with restrictions on 
sleeveless shirts, crop tops and 
attire that exposes undergar-
ments. Shorts, skirts and 
dresses must meet length 
guidelines to maintain a pro-
fessional and respectful atmos-
phere. Additionally, clothing 
with inappropriate graphics, 
excessive rips or sheer materi-
als that reveal undergarments 
is not permitted. 

Administrators urge families 
to check with their respective 
schools for specific guidelines, 
as enforcement will remain in 
effect despite the seasonal 
shift. Violations could result in 
students being asked to change 

or facing disciplinary action. 
Parents are encouraged to 

review the policy with their 
children before shopping for 
new clothes this season. With a 
little preparation, students can 
enjoy the warmer weather while 
staying in line with school ex-
pectations. 

 

Three deadly events 
in 1 week involving  
area police agencies 

Western Kentucky has seen 
three officer-involved shoot-
ings in the past week, spanning 
Lyon, Trigg and Christian coun-
ties. Each incident involved law 
enforcement engaging with 
armed suspects, resulting in 
the deaths of the individuals 
involved. The Kentucky State 
Police (KSP) is investigating all 
three cases. 

The most recent occurred 
early Monday in Kuttawa, where 
a Lyon County Sheriff’s deputy 
stopped a vehicle linked to a 
Marshall County shooting. The 
encounter at Huck’s Travel 
Center led to a deadly force in-
cident, leaving the suspect, Je-
didah S. Skinner, 30, of 
Smithland, dead while the 
deputy remained unharmed. 

Last Tuesday, a high-speed 
pursuit that began in Lyon 
County ended in Trigg County, 
where the suspect crashed, fled 
on foot, and fired at law en-
forcement, striking a deputy. 
Officers returned fire, killing 
21-year-old Jermaine Terrell 
Jackson Jr. The injured deputy 
was transported to Vanderbilt 
Medical Center in stable condi-
tion. 

Another shooting took place 
early Sunday in Crofton, where 
Christian County deputies re-
sponded to a domestic violence 
call. Upon arrival, 39-year-old 
Patrick J. Martinez opened fire 
on deputies, who returned fire 
and fatally shot him. 

KSP’s Critical Incident Re-
sponse Team is conducting in-
vestigations into all three 
incidents, with further details 
expected after witness inter-
views and evidence reviews. 
Authorities urge the public to 
remain vigilant and offer sup-
port to officers and families af-
fected by the violence. 

 

Another charge issued 
from Facebook fallout 

There has been further fall-
out from social media banter 
that began over the winter fol-
lowing a December incident at 
Crittenden County Office Com-
plex, leading to multiple mis-
demeanor charges against a 
local businessman. That busi-
nessman has now filed a crimi-
nal complaint against another 
individual over a verbal con-
frontation the two had outside 
a Marion City Council meeting 
in February. 

Based on an allegation made 
by Kent Withrow, a harassment 
charge was issued last week 
against Craig Gilland. Several 
witnesses observed their verbal 
interaction following the Feb. 
10 meeting as Gilland, 55, con-
fronted Withrow about alleged 
Facebook posts the complain-
tant was making online. Fol-
lowing the exchange, Withrow 
went to the Marion Police De-
partment and filed a complaint, 
alleging that Gilland threaten to 
beat him up. Gilland was last 
week served a summons to ap-
pear in court to answer to the 
alleged violation of harassment 
with no physical contact. 

Withrow was also recently 
charged with three misde-
meanors for harassing commu-
nications, falsely reporting an 
incident and criminal coercion,  
as well as a violation for ha-
rassment, involving three sepa-
rate alleged victims. One 
alleged victim is the county at-
torney, whom Withrow alleged 
had choked him, although 
video evidence showed other-
wise. 

Gilland is scheduled for ar-
raignment April 16 in Critten-
den District Court. The penalty 
for a violation in Kentucky can 
be a fine of up to $250 if con-
victed. 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  

10 YEARS AGO 
March 19, 2015 
n The Cave In Rock Ferry was closed due to floodwa-
ters from the Ohio River covering the Ky. 91 approach at 
the ferry landing. The service was expected to be closed 
for several days. There were multiple state highways 
and numerous county road closures due to the high 
water. 
n Nancy Hunt was honored after 35 years of service 
during a retirement reception at the Woman’s Club of 
Marion. Hunt was the former family and consumer sci-
ences agent for Crittenden County’s University of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Extension Service. Pictured with Hunt 
during the reception were members of the Crittenden 
County Extension Homemakers Association: Sharon 
Giltz, Dot Boone, Kay Long, Micki Crider, Pat Carter, 
Dawn Hollamon, Darl Henley, Jerrell James, Glenda 
Chandler, Myrtle Dunning, Wanda Rudd, Sara Ford and 
Kathy Bechler. 
n Members of the 2015 Lady Rocket softball team were 
Kayla Davis, Khyla Moss, Danielle Byarley, Hannah 
Easley, Megan Hunt, Kirsten Deboe, Bristen Holeman, 
Jenna Potter, Chaylee Wolf, Jessi Brewer, Emily Hall, 
Jaylin Blackburn, Sharon Collins, Courtney Beverly, 
Brandy Book, Hannah Cooksey, Josie Tapp, Ellie Smith, 
Kaitlyn Hicks, Emmie Smith, Cassidy Moss, Kiana Nes-
bitt and Kali Travis. Coaches were Cheyanne Warriner 
and Emily Bebout. 
n The 2015 Rocket baseball team consisted of Will Tol-
ley, Logan Belt, Ryan Belt, Bobby Stephens, Kyle 
Castiller, Taylor Yancy, Clay Croft, Dylan Hollis, Nick 
Castiller, Seth Birdwell, Jacob Hackney, Jake Ellington, 
Ethan Hunt, Alex Cosby, Maeson Myers, Noah Salin, 
Jared Lundy, Adam Beavers, Adam Driver, Ryan James 
and Brandon Wilson. Coaches were Donnie Phillips and 
Jeff Porter. 

25 YEARS AGO 
March 23, 2000 
n Julius Fohs’ bust was unveiled during an event featur-
ing Fohs’ grandson, Mark Sohn. Sohn, author of several 
cookbooks, discussed the origin of many Appalachian 
recipes in his cookbook following a meal prepared using 
recipes from Mountain Country Cooking. Sohn was pic-
tured talking to Ann Revel about the bust. 
n Crittenden County was represented with 28 exhibits at 
the Pennyrile Area Cultural Arts Display in Princeton. 
First-place winners were eligible for state competition in 
Lexington. First-place winners and categories included 
Barbara Vaughn, needlepoint; Ann Revel, quilting; Dawn 
Hollamon, basketry; Birdie Farmer, hand weaving; 
Priscilla Parmley, wall hanging; Helen Springs, rug mak-
ing; and Brandi Haire, nature craft. 
n Second- and third-place finishers were Patty Gilbert, 
crochet; Birdie Farmer, stuffed doll; Priscilla Parmley, ap-
parel and tole painting; Helen Springs, counted cross-
stitch; Ann Revel, rug making; and Barbara Simpson, 
stuffed doll. Other Homemakers who participated in-
cluded Sarah Ford, Alice Mills, Marie Hoshaw, Louise 
Nelson and Merle Myers. 
n Family of the late Dr. Roscoe Faulkner stood in front 
of a memorial unveiled at Livingston Hospital as mem-
bers of the original Board of Incorporators of Salem de-
scribed Faulkner’s caring nature and how he had 
purchased medical equipment needed to open the hos-
pital in 1955. The memorial was located at the base of 
the hospital’s flagpole to serve as a lasting reminder of 
the physician’s legacy. 
n The Lady Rockets kicked off their season at University 
Heights with a roster of Patti Johnson, Christi Aull, Lind-
say Thompson, Amanda Waters, Kandice Levell, Jackie 
Robertson, Ashley Johnson, Sara Green, Courtney 
Rushing, Nicole Langan, Dustie Witherspoon, Karie 
Powell, Lyndsey Hall, Leslie Belt, Brodi Travis, Kindra 
Brisby, Rayln Hunt, Latisha Clark, Amber Polk, Stacy 
Green, Andi Turley, Brandy Perry, Meagan Tabor, Sa-
vannah Farmer, Jenny Doyle, Jessica Quisenberry, Oli-
cia Hall and Cindy Howton. 
n The Rockets baseball team opened at home for the 
season vs. Hardin Co. On its roster were Ryan Beavers, 
Brad Guess, Joey Rich, Matt Jent, Brandon Sherer, 
Rodney Travis, Derrick Dooms, Matt Mattingly, Chris 
Combs, Scott Belt, Zac Brantley, Daniel Campbell, M.J. 
Watson, Eric Watson, David West, Shannon Epley, Zac 
Beverly, Derrick Holloman, Josh Jackson, Ryan Dunn, 
Jay Thompson, Jordan Roberts, Grant Patton, Chad 
Copeland, Matt Collins, Jason Guess and Ben Aull. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
March 20, 1975 
n On the front page was the heading “Highest water 
since completion of dam causing flooding along lower 
Cumberland.” A photo showed a reluctant horse being 
evacuated from its nearly flooded barn in Dycusburg. 
When the horse balked at going into the water, Kerry 
Green and Steve Peek simply tied it to a tractor and 
pulled it through. The flooded lower Cumberland had in-
undated one house and four trailers in Dycusburg. The 
Army Corps of Engineers at Lake Barkley announced 
they were keeping Lake Barkley “low” to make room for 
anticipated rains and lessen the chances of severe 
flooding along the Ohio River. 
n Vern Kirk and Dwayne Croft were prize winners at the 
grand opening of Tractor Parts Company on Hwy. 60 
south of Marion. Kirk won a clock, while Croft won a 
welder. Tractor Parts Company was owned by Brad Lan-
ham. 
n Students from Tolu Elementary School’s reading pro-
gram happily displayed some new reading books they 
had received. The books were supplemental to the regu-
lar reading texts also available in all other Crittenden 
County schools. Students shown with their books were 
Edna Underdown, Mathew Saberniah, David Holliman, 
David Hardin, Harold Belt and Eunice Clark. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Not very long ago I recall 
a resurgence of “question 
everything.” One of the 
problems that I had with 
that at the time was that 
it was being encouraged 
by some people 
teaching teen-
agers. I don’t 
know why any-
one would ever 
think that a 
teen needed to 
be taught such 
a thing, but it 
was happening. 
In that environ-
ment, question 
everything led 
to a disregard 
(and in some 
cases) disre-
spect for rules 
and authori-
ty of any kind. 
This is nothing 
new, but it is 
worth think-
ing through from time to 
time.

I 昀rmly believe that 
questioning things is nec-
essary. In fact, many in 
the political and religious 
realms do not do enough 
of it. “How did we get 

here?”, is always a good 
question to ask. The prob-
lem is that questioning 
everything, for the sake 
of questioning everything, 
without having a 昀rm 

understanding 
of the “rules” 
is silly or dan-
gerous – usu-
ally both. We 
have arrived at 
a point in our 
society (secular 
and religious) 
in which those 
answering the 
questions are 
not familiar 
with the histo-
ry or rules that 
are being ques-
tioned.

I constantly 
see and hear 
popular “in昀u-
encers” in the 
religious realm 

who clearly are not famil-
iar with even the basics of 
the Bible or the doctrines 
which they are question-
ing. Their goal seems to 
be to damage Christiani-
ty, rather than challenge 
it. There are others who 

are so locked into sectari-
an dogma that they come 
across as condemning all 
who may think or teach 
otherwise. They will keep 
doing their thing. The 
same is true in the polit-
ical realm. I see opinion 
presented and accepted 
as fact frequently. Many 
of those opinions are ig-
norant (or purposefully 
deceptive) of the founding 
documents of the United 
States or how government 
works.

Trying to correct some 
of this is dif昀cult for a 
couple of reasons. First, 
I must recognize my own 
limitations and under-
stand that there is far 
more that I don’t know 
than I do know. Second, 
I must understand the 
emotion and fear will of-
ten overrule evidence. I 
was recently in a conver-
sation about the perfec-
tion of a popular version 
of the Bible, which is now 
over 400 years old. The 
person had been con-
vinced that it was perfect 
in its 昀rst edition. I have 
an electronic copy of that 

昀rst edition and sent a 
page of the introduction 
that demonstrated that 
the translators did not 
make such a claim. He 
could not read it (yes it 
was in English, and he is 
an English speaker). His 
response, “It’s all Greek 
to me. I just know that…” 

I didn’t press any fur-
ther. I may be able to 
continue providing infor-
mation to be considered, 
which is all we can do in 
most cases. There may be 
a day when a bit of infor-
mation hits a chink in the 
armor, and he will be free 
to ask questions without 
putting his faith in jeop-
ardy.

Which brings me to 
some thoughts about 
doubt. Sometimes ques-
tions are mislabeled as 
doubt. It is possible to 
question a teaching, a 
belief, or an assumption 
without doubting God. 
I may doubt a source, a 
long-held belief, or a cul-
tural norm without ever 
doubting God. I may even 
doubt God’s action or in-
action without doubting 

God. These fall into the 
realm of questions for 
me. If we want to call this 
doubt, then let’s think of 
it as suggested by medi-
eval French philosopher, 
Peter Abelard. “By doubt-
ing we come to enquiry, 
and by enquiry we reach 
the truth.”

Doubt that comes from 
a heart or mind that is 
seeking truth is con-
structive. The origin of 
this doubt may come 
from within us or from a 
source we know has our 
best interest in mind. 
Doubt from this direction 
is life-changing in a good 
way.

However, doubt that 
comes from one who 
is angry and vengeful 
should be checked quick-
ly. Doubt that comes from 
one whose goal is to un-
dermine faith, not just 
challenge it, is subversive 
and can infect us before 
we realize what has hap-

pened. All it took in the 
garden of Eden was for 
the deceiver to say, “Did 
God really say...?” 

We live in a time of ad-
vertising, “click-bait,” 
likes, and follows. The 
goal of many is to be seen 
and heard without re-
gard to how others may 
be affected. There is good 
information out there. 
There are wonderful plac-
es to have constructive 
dialogue and informed 
learning. They are not 
likely to be the ones that 
we see and hear about 
昀rst.

When we bump into 
something that causes 
us to question or doubt, 
check the direction from 
which it is coming. Pro-
ceed with caution.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Doubt can be life-changing in good and bad ways

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 

Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

It’s always worth it to do the right thing
Question: I had a good 

job, and learned our com-
pany was cheating our 
clients. Because of my 
Christian convictions, I 
confronted my superiors 
and was promptly 昀red. I’m 
working at jobs that barely 
pay my family’s bills. For 
more than a year I have 
searched for a well-paying 
job in my 昀eld with no luck. 
Was it worth it?

Answer: Yes, it was 
absolutely worth it! Grant-
ed, doing the right thing is 

sometimes personally pain-
ful. If you hadn’t confronted 
the leaders in the company, 
you would have compro-
mised your convictions. 
By standing up, you gave 
a strong witness to your 
employers. Also, you are a 
powerful example to your 
wife and children of a good 

character. Personal integri-
ty is extremely important. 

God uses circumstanc-
es to bring about His will in 
our lives.   Of course, not 
all things that happen to us 
aere good, but God uses 
the bad things that happen 
to us to bring about good. 
God’s Word reminds us, 
“We know that in all things 
God works for the good of 
those who love him, who 
have been called accord-
ing to his purpose” (Rom. 
8:28). In short, this is saying 

there is a purpose of God 
working through the lives of 
those who follow Him, who 
give themselves to Him 
whole-heartedly.

God can use your job loss 
to position you for your next 
strategic job opportunity. In 
the meantime, be at peace 
in the will of God knowing 
“...that our present suffer-
ings are not worth compar-
ing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Piney Fork: A historic area of the county and its heritage

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The Piney Fork 
Church and the ground 
it sits on are both deep-
ly rooted in the histo-
ry of our county.  It is 
the oldest Cumberland 
Presbyterian church in 
Kentucky and sits next 
to the oldest county 
road once known as the 
Chickasaw Trail and lat-
er Flynn’s Ferry Road. 
The church was known 
many years for its great 
annual camp meetings. 
Here are some interest-
ing items from the ar-
chives of The Crittenden 
Press about those early 
camp meetings.

–––
August 24, 1899

Piney camp-meeting 
closed Thursday after 
a very successful reviv-
al of the church. There 
were a number 
of conversions 
and a number of 
additions to the 
church. It was 
one of the best 
meetings held 
there for years, 
Revs. Boone, 
Hughey, Price 
and Oakley did 
the preaching.

Piney camp-
ground is one of 
the oldest in the 
country, the 昀rst 
meeting held 
there in 1812, 
and with the ex-
ception of two 
years, meetings 
have been held 
there regularly every 
year since, making 85 
annual camp-meetings 
held on that spot. We 
doubt if there is another 
campground in the Unit-
ed States now used as 
such, that will out date 
old Piney.

–––
August 13, 1903

The Piney camp meet-
ing closes this week. The 
crowd that attended the 
services Sunday was es-
timated at 3,000. The 
congregations this week 
have been small.

The Piney camp meet-
ing is an old institution.  
The 昀rst meeting was 
held in 1812, more than 
90 years ago, and the 
meetings have been held 
annually up to this time 
with the exception of the 
years of the Civil War.

It is the mother church 
of Cumberland Presby-
terianism in Crittenden 
and adjacent counties.  
The C. P. Church of Mar-
ion, Fredonia, Flat Rock, 
Sugar Grove, Crayneville 
and Cave Spring are fru-
itions of this maternal 
vine.

–––
August 23, 1906

The Piney Fork annual 
camp meeting will begin 
Monday night, Sept. 10, 
where there has been a 
camp meeting held for 
over 80 years with the 
exception of two years. 
It will be an old time 
camp-meeting conduct-

ed by Rev. J. L. Hudgins, 
of Union City, Tenn. 
Rev. Hudgins is a strong 
gospel preacher and 
preaches with power.

The 昀rst camp meet-
ing which has made this 
church so famous was 
held in May 1812. The 
services were held under 
an arbor on the beauti-
ful knoll now occupied 
by the campground and 
the people who attend-
ed the meetings lodged 
“in camps” or rude 
huts, hastily construct-
ed of round poles with 
clapboard roofs. The 
ministers present were 
Messrs. Finis Ewing, Al-
exander Chapman and 
Wm. Harris.

The following is a list 
of the original members 
who perfected the or-

g a n i z a t i o n 
of this grand 
old church: 
John Travis, 
Rebecca Tra-
vis, James 
Travis, Ra-
chel Travis, 
John Wheel-
er, Susamn 
W h e e l e r , 
James Clin-
ton, Ann 
Clinton, Rev. 
Wm. Henry, 
Mary Ann 
Henry, Mrs. 
M c G o u g h , 
Mrs. Zacha-
riah Bivens 
and Mrs. Wm. 
Leach. 

For a year of two, this 
small society met for 
occasional preaching 
at the residence of Mr. 
John Wheeler who lived 
four miles southeast of 
Marion, opposite the 
place where Rev. Frank 
Paris now lives. In 1812 
the organization was 
completed by Rev. Finis 
Ewing at a school house 
in the neighborhood of 
Mr. Wheeler’s home. Be-
ing situated between the 
forks of Piney Creek, it 
was called Piney Fork 
Church. 

John Travis donat-
ed a tract of land to 
the church of about 13 
acres. Afterward George 
Green donated three 
acres. A log church 
house was at once erect-
ed upon it, situated in 
what is now the ceme-
tery, about 100 yards 
from the western bound-
ary of the cemetery. A 
second log church was 
built in 1843.

The present church, 
a brick, was erected in 
1867 at a cost of $3,000. 
The brick was burned 
on the ground and the 
building erected by L. 
M. Hill and W. C. Turk. 
The following were on 
the building committee: 
James Ordway, L. M. 
Hill, T. M. Butler, and 
W. B. Crider.  Two large 
sheds have been built, 
the present one is 60 x 
80 feet and has a seating 
capacity of about 2,000.

The pastors of this 
historic church have 
been per-eminently self-
made men, as they ere 
nearly all, in early life, 
without the advantages 
of a liberal education or 
any large degree of so-
cial culture. They have 
been chie昀y poor men, 
obliged to assist in sup-
porting themselves in 
their early ministry by 
their daily secular la-
bors. Rev. Finis Ewing 
was the 昀rst pastor of 
Piney Fork Church. He 
was born 1773 and died 
1841.

The camp meeting 
began in 1812 and has 
continued until the pres-
ent time with two excep-
tions. It is reasonable 
to assume that more 
annual camp meetings 
have been held on Piney 
Fork hill than any oth-
er place in the world, 
these meetings having 
commenced at this place 
soon after their origin 
and continued almost 
successively down to 
the present time. Thou-
sands have been con-
verted on this sacred hill 
and the shouts of the re-
deemed have seemed to 

make the dome of heav-
en ring. During the ear-
liest meetings it was not 
uncommon for them to 
have 100 professions of 
faith at a meeting.

Piney Fork is a name 
sacred to all Christians 
who have visited these 
annual camp meetings 
and have seen the pow-
er of God so marvelous-
ly displayed. Thousands 
claim this as their spir-
itual birth place.  It is 
sacred because of the fa-
thers of the church who 
have preached there.  It 
is sacred because of the 
hallowed association of 
the past.  

The membership of 
Piney Fork Church is 
somewhat depleted by 
the organization of oth-
er churches from their 
ranks and by an exces-
sive emigration to the 
“far west”, but noble 
men and women still 
stand by it and we hope 
it may live long to bless 
the world with the pre-
cious gospel of the king-
dom of God.

***
August 3, 1911
 The Piney Fork 

annual camp meeting 

will begin at the Pin-
ey Fork Camp Ground 
Friday evening at four 
o’clock, Aug. 11. We ear-
nestly invite all denom-
inations to come over 
and help us to win souls 
for God and make this 
the greatest camp meet-
ing in the history of the 
church, which has been 
an organization near 
100 years.

Let us pray to God for 
a meeting like we had 
years ago. If we worship 
as father and mother 
did these good times are 
sure to follow.  Let us 
come together with our 
hearts burning with the 
love of God, then we will 
see greater and good re-
sults.

Our meeting will be 
conducted by Rev. V. B. 
Costellow, of Erin, Tenn, 
a man we are sure is suf-
昀ciently able to conduct 
this meeting to the glory 
of God and the salvation 
of souls.

We the session of Pin-
ey Fork have resolved 
to publicly announce 
through the county pa-
per our rules and laws 
by which we are to be 
governed during the 
coming camp meeting.

1st.  That we have no 
smoking on the camp-
ground in the enclosure, 
as it is very offensive to 
most people.

2nd. That we have no 
driving on the camp-
ground with horses and 
buggies and wagons 

except when they are 
moving in or out of the 
campground, also that 
no one hitch to the wire 
fence as this is danger-
ous for stock.

3rd.  That there is 
no stand to be on the 
campground or near the 
campground within the 
distance prescribed by 
law, except the located 
place of business of J. 
S. Crayne, which will 
be prepared to furnish 
the public with refresh-
ments, bread and ice.

4th.  Also we kindly 
request the public not 
to talk near the shed 
during service as this 
disturbs the preacher, 
also those who sit just 
within.

This done by the order 
of the session of Piney 
Fork Church.  Signed: 
C. T. Boucher, Mod., W. 
F. Wilson, Clerk

–––
 Piney Fork Church is 

still active today, with 
some of the descendants 
of those early members 
still attending. The won-
derful old camp meet-
ings of long ago contin-
ued through the years 
and the last one was 
held in 1955.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The historic Piney Fork Church built in 1867 was built of 
locally-made bricks burned on the church grounds, and 
was erected by local men W. C. Turk and L.M. Hill.  It was 
used until 1957 when the present brick building was built.

This wooden shed, the second on the property, was built 
in 1886 and was built to seat 1,000 people.  The building 
was built from logs located on nearby farms.  The sides 
were open slats to let the air in.
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for sale
Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 
965-3191 to post a classi昀ed 
ad.

agriculture
Hay/Bush hogging; 5x5 net 
wrap grass hay, 85 rolls @ 
$40.  Roy Jones. (270) 704-
0642. (2t-13-p)

employment
Part-time help wanted. (270) 
704-0943. (2t-12-p)

for rent
1 bedroom (small) ef昀ciency 
apartment, includes all utili-
ties, $400/month and $400 
deposit. Call (270) 704-
3234. (4-tfc) je

services
SEALCOATING: Driveway 
and parking lot sealcoating 
for asphalt, concrete and 
agrigate driveways.  Give 
us a call for FREE estimates 
270 704-1888. (4t-12-p)
PAINTING: Interior and 
exterior, licensed and in-
sured. Call Mr. Paint for an 
estimate, (270) 454-4088. 
(8t-17-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-16-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 
83 other Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Provi-
dence) Journal-Enterprise, 
The Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Messen-
ger and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
on March 12, 2025 Peggy 
Easley and Jill Croft of 136 
Whipporwill Dr., Marion, KY 
42064 and 2265 Lewis Croft 
Rd., Salem, KY 42078 was 
appointed co-administra-
trix of Homer Ray Travis, 
deceased, whose address 
was 6770 Mott City Rd., Fre-
donia, KY 42411. Rebecca 
Johnson, 217 W. Bellville 
St., Marion, KY 42064, at-
torney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-
by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as 
required by law to the ad-
ministratrix before the 12th 
day of September, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-11-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on March 12, 2025 Athena 
Marie Hayes of 4464 S.R. 
70, Marion, KY 42064; Don-
ald Earl Perry of 875 S.R. 
902, Fredonia, KY 42411; 
Dustin Cole Perry of 727 
1st St. Apt. E, Henderson, 
KY 42420 was appointed 
co-administrators of Donald 
Wayne Perry, deceased, 

whose address was 131 
Joyce Rd., Marion, KY 
42064. Hon. Rebecca John-
son, P.O. Box 415, Marion, 
KY 42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-
by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as 
required by law to the co-ad-
ministrators before the 12th 
day of September, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-11-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on March 12, 2025 Emm 
Brown of 712 East Delaware 
St., Evansville, IN 47711 
and Ethel Diana Stroud of 
1100 Erie Ave. Unit 406, 
Evansville, IN 47715 were 
appointed co-executrixes of 
Roxie Gayle Haire-Binkley, 
deceased, whose address 
was 305 Pine Street, Mar-
ion, KY 42064. Rebecca 
Johnson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-
by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as re-
quired by law to the co-exec-
utrixes on or before the 12th 
day of September, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-11-c)

statewode
BUSINESS SPACE

FOR RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Electric, 
water, gas, utilities and in-
ternet included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call Bonnie Howard, 
Kentucky Press Association, 
502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-
287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are overpay-
ing for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your 昀rst three months of 
Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 

$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, start-
ing at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-592-4235
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!

FOOD SERVICES

When you want the best, you 
want Omaha Steaks! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered to 
your door! Our Butcher’s De-
luxe Package makes a great 
gift and comes with 8 FREE 
Burgers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-395-9131 and men-
tion code 77318CZL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe9671
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY $79.99 
(plus s/h.) Save $160! 12 
new wine selections plus a 
FREE $25 Omaha Steaks 
E-reward card every three 
months. Cancel anytime. 
100% guarantee! Call 1-844-
740-5945 and mention code 
AGJF002 or visit www.Ge-
tOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-866-348-8793
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be asked 
for the zip code of the prop-
erty when connecting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
WARNING: Your home may 
need new Siding, Windows 
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY 
before the hurricane drives 
prices back up and its to late.  
Huge Discounts & Financing 
available. 800-350-0591 to 
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and be 
protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-866-850-6999
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiv-
ing ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 3/30/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986BATH 
& SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-888-841-
2035

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most power-
ful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proud-
ly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-548-
2927.
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 

expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-4780

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-877-548-7486

SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 

for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-548-7946

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s soft-

ball girls opened their spring 
campaign Monday and are 
looking forward to a competi-
tive season on the diamond. 

With seven returning 
starters, CCHS would typi-
cally be in excellent position 
to challenge for a top-tiered 
spot in the district and re-
gion. As its turns out, nearly 
every other team in the area 
is in the same shape. Liv-
ingston Central, last year’s 
All A Classic state champion, 
returns  virtually in tack with 
one of the best young pitch-
ers in the state. Trigg County 
and Lyon County are both 
improved from last season, 
making the Fifth District one 
of the toughest in the region 
from top to bottom. 

With slugger Andrea Fed-
erico, three-year catcher Elle 
McDaniel and veteran pitch-
ers and playmakers Elliot 
Evans and Anna Boone at the 
heart of the lineup, the Lady 
Rockets have a strong nu-
cleus from which to build 
around. Sophomores Hannah 
Jent and Morgan Piper add 
slugging to the lineup. 

Eighth-grade pitcher Brodi 
Rich emerged last season as 
a stopper in the circle, draw-
ing some of the team’s tough-
est assignments, particularly 
after Boone was sidelined 
with a hand injury. Another 
middle schooler, Brenna 
Kemmer, will give CCHS ad-
ditional pitching depth. 

Newcomers to the regular 
lineup this season will be 
outfielder Georgia Holeman, 
third baseman Caroline Mar-
tin, infielder Abigail Cham-
pion and hitter Macibelle 
Hardesty. 

Another junior, Holeman 
saw spot time last year be-
hind graduated centerfielder 
Jaycee Champion, who 
signed to play collegiately at 
Midway University. Hardesty 
got some opportunities to hit 
in key spots last year as a 
first-year player with the 
Lady Rockets. Her role could 
expand a bit this spring and 
middle schoolers Martin and 
Champion are likely to be 
regular fixtures on the infield. 

Third-year coach Chris 
Evans said the basketball 
team’s success, playing late 
in the postseason, always 
slows the softball team’s 
start. Several of the starters 
are key members of the bas-
ketball team and only joined 
the softball camp last week.  

“We anticipated this,” the 
coach said. “We are very 
proud of our basketball 
team’s prosperity and under-
stand that is typically some-
thing we have to deal with 
early on. Three of our four 
pitchers are members of the 
basketball team, so it will 
take them a few weeks to get 
into softball form. We know 
and understand that.” 

Additionally, a couple of 
players were members of the 
cheerleading squad which 

precluded them from most of 
the preseason softball work-
outs. 

The team has just one sen-
ior, Kayleigh Weathers, and 
five juniors. Ten of the team’s 
20 players are middle school-
ers. 

Federico, an all-region se-
lection last season, returns to 
chase the school home run 
record. The junior has 21 – 
after hitting 2 Monday – and 
the career record is held by 
Brandy Book with 31. Fed-

erico drove in 45 runs last 
season and has 95 career 
RBIs, which is well within 
striking distance of the team 
record of 137, also held by 
Book. 

The coach says the team’s 
offense has been good 
enough to win over the past 
two years, but wants to see 
the girls running the bases 
with more intellect. Defense, 
he explains, is the key to im-
proving on the team’s 14 vic-
tories in each of the past two 
seasons. 

“Another product of not 
having much of a preseason 
with most of our starters has 
been the inability to ade-
quately work on improving 
our defense and create better 
communication among the 
nine players we have on the 
field,” the coach said. “Once 
we get started playing, there 
are three or four games a 
week and that leaves scarcely 
little time for improving de-
fensive skills. That’s just the 
nature of where we’re at and 
what’s going on. We’re con-
stantly trying to learn and 
improve while under heavy 
fire.” 

Once again, CCHS is play-
ing a tough schedule that fea-
tures no assured wins on any 
given outing. Henderson 
County, Christian County, 
Marshall County, Graves 
County, Paducah Tilghman 
and other regional lions area 
among the non-district 
schedule. 

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 

POST-SEASON RESULTS 

GIRLS SWEET 16 
Last wWeek at Rupp Arena 

FIRST ROUND 
North Laurel 51, Ashland Blazer 42 
George R Clark 64, Franklin-Simpson 42 
Frederick Douglass 48, Simon Kenton 39 
Taylor Co. 53, Knott Co. Central 35 
Danville Christian 53, Daviess Co. 40 
Henderson Co. 45, Marshall Co. 30 
Sacred Heart 71, Johnson Central 25 
Cooper 70, Mercy Academy 45 
QUARTERFINAL ROUND 
George R Clark 50, North Laurel 42 
Frederick Douglass 61, Taylor Co. 53 
Danville Christian 60, Henderson Co. 45 
Sacred Heart 78, Cooper 61 
SEMIFINAL ROUND 
George R Clark 75, Frederick Douglass 52 
Sacred Heart 60, Danville Christian 44 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sacred Heart 65, George R Clark 60 
 

BOYS SECOND REGION 
At Madisonville 

Last week’s semifinals 
Madisonville 73, Union County 69 
Henderson Co. 59, Lyon County 55 
Tuesday’s Championship 
Henderson Co. 52,  Madisonville 34 
 

Mattinglys drain FTs 

   Olivia Mattingly 
sank 19 of 25 free 
throws to win the 
11-year-old division 
of the Knights of 
Columbus Free 
Throw contest at a 
clinic last weekend 
in Bardstown. Her 
sister, Alexis, 
drained 20 of 25 to 
finish runnerup in the 14-year-old divi-
sion. 
 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Guess gets 8 in NAIA loss 

   No. 14-seeded Lindsey Wilson fell to 
No. 3 William Carey 70-61 in the first 
round of the NAIA National Tourna-
ment on Friday at Xavier University of 
Louisiana. Crittenden County gradu-
ate Taylor Guess contributed with a 
three-pointer in the second quarter 
that helped cut the Blue Raiders’ 
deficit to 20-18. She later hit a three in 
the third quarter and added a pair of 
free throws to bring Lindsey Wilson 
within six at 43-37. She finished with 8 
points. The Blue Raiders finished the 
season with a 16-14 record. 
 

BASEBALL | SOFTBALL 

Softball wins opener 

   Junior slugger Andrea Federico hit 2 
home runs – her first on the first pitch 
she saw of the season – and drove in 
5 runs as Crittenden County beat 
Hopkins Central 7-1 to open the 
spring season. Lady Rocket Elliot 
Evans was 3-for-3 in the leadoff posi-
tion and scored twice. Georgia Hole-
man and Anna Boone also had two 
hits. Eighth-grader Brodi Rich went 
four innings in the circle for the win. 
Evans and Boone both pitched in 
releif. The Lady Rockets will be back 
in action Thursday at Mayfield. 
 

Rockets roll in first game 

   Crittenden County’s offense erupted 
for 21 runs in the second inning Tues-
day on the road against Christian Fel-
lowship, winning 23-1 in three innings. 
Hudson Stokes had four RBIs on two 
hits, and Jaxton Duncan drove in 
three runs. Quinn Summers, Chase 
Conyer and Drake Young had two hits 
apiece. Stokes, Eli Lovell and Kaiden 
Travis scored three runs each. Dun-
can and Jake Rich pitched, allowing 
no hits while striking out three and 
four, respectively. The Rockets will be 
at home Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day. They host Union County on 
Thursday, Heritage Christian on Fri-
day and play a doubleheader Satur-
day against Fort Campbell and John 
Hardin. 
 

Jankowski moving again 

   Outfielder Travis Jankowski signed a 
minor-league contract with the 
Chicago White Sox on March 12 after 
opting out of a similar deal with the 
Cubs. The former Marion Bobcats 
baseball player joined the Cubs on 
Feb. 24 after spending the past two 
seasons with Texas, where he won a 
World Series in 2023 as the Rangers’ 
fourth outfielder. Jankowski, 33, batted 
.231 with three RBIs in 13 at-bats over 
seven spring training games before 
being reassigned to minor league 
camp last week. Last season, 
Jankowski hit .263 with 30 RBIs while 
providing solid defense during Texas’ 
championship run. However, his pro-
duction dipped in 2023, as he batted 
.200 with 12 RBIs over 104 games. A 
veteran of 10 major league seasons, 
Jankowski has a career .236 average 
with 11 home runs and 96 RBIs, hav-
ing played for San Diego, Cincinnati, 
Philadelphia, the New York Mets, 
Seattle and Texas. 
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Baseball Rockets young, hungry for success
STAFF REPORT 

With a roster full of under-
classmen and a deep pitching 
staff, Crittenden County 
baseball coach Devin Belt is 
optimistic about the upcom-
ing season. The Rockets re-
turn key contributors but will 
rely heavily on a talented but 
youthful core to compete in a 
tough district. 

Only five of the 26 players 
in the program are juniors or 
seniors, and the Rocket 
coach says he will need fresh-
men and sophomores to con-
tinue filling significant roles.  

“We are going to be a very 
young team, four or five 
freshmen and sophomores 
will be starting,” Belt said. 
“Some got experience last 
year, and we’re asking young 
guys to continue to step up.” 

One of the biggest 
strengths for the Rockets this 
season is pitching depth. 
Seniors Asa McCord and 
Chase Conyer, along with 
freshman Hudson Stokes 
and sophomore Jaxton Dun-
can, will anchor the starting 
rotation. Crittenden typically 
operates with a three-man 
rotation, but this year’s team 
has the arms to expand that 
strategy. 

“I feel better than I have in 
a while about the length in 
our pitching and the spots 
where we can bring people 
in,” Belt said. 

Most of the staff can hit 80 
mph, and some have been 
clocked in the mid 80s. Belt 
says that’s a change for re-

cent years. 
Quinn Summers, Jake 

Rich, Eli Lovell and Keegan 
Pierson will also see time on 
the mound, and Drake Young 
is expected to contribute as 
both a spot starter and long 
reliever. 

With so many interchange-
able parts in the infield, de-
fensive alignments will often 
depend on who is pitching, 
the coach explains. Sum-
mers, a junior, is the most 
experienced infielder and will 
hold down shortstop, with 
Stokes serving as his backup. 
Young and Brady Dayberry 
will split time at second, 
while Stokes, Young and Rich 
will handle third base duties. 

At first base, Conyer and 
Pierson provide power, with 
Pierson also expected to serve 
as the designated hitter when 
not playing first or pitching. 

Behind the plate, Critten-
den is less experienced than 
in past years. Zack Rustin, 
Eli Lovell and Cameron Nes-
bitt are the primary catchers, 
with Summers also available 
if needed, but moving him off 
of shortstop would be too 
risky, the coach said. 

“Over the last seven or 
eight years we’ve had just two 
guys who’ve pretty well han-
dled the everyday catching 
duties,” Belt said. “That’s a 
spot we will have to figure out 
as we move along.” 

The Rockets will rotate sev-
eral players through the out-
field. Kaiden Travis returns 
as the everyday left fielder, 

while Duncan and Lovell will 
share time in center. McCord 
will see action in right field, 
along with Davis Perryman. 

“We have to make improve-
ments tracking balls in the 
outfield,” Belt said. “That’s 
something we’re really fo-
cused on.” 

Losing three senior starters 
– Casey Cates, a reliable 
catcher; Jeremiah Foster, a 
four-year pitching standout; 
and Tyler Belt – who broke 
both the single-season and 
all-time stolen base record – 
leaves a void, but this year’s 
group is expected to play with 
overall team speed and confi-
dence on the base paths. 

“We will be more athletic 
than normal,” Belt said. 
“Hudson is our leadoff, Lovell 
and Quinn are quick and Asa  
is a great runner. One area 
we’ve really been working on 
is being more aggressive on 
the basepaths, getting good 
leads and reading dirt balls,” 
the coach explains. 

The emphasis on plate dis-
cipline continues as well, 
with Farmers Bank donating 
money for every walk drawn 
this season as part of the 
“Farmers Bank Free Pass” 
program. The Rockets had 10 
walks in their first scrimmage 
against St. Mary. 

Lyon County enters the 
season as the district favorite 
and is one of the top teams in 
the Second Region. Critten-
den finished sixth in the re-
gion’s power rankings last 
season and narrowly lost to 

Union County in the regional 
tournament. 

“We won 18 games last 
year, the fourth most in pro-
gram history,” Belt said. 
“This is a young group that is 
very hungry to win. It all de-
pends on these young guys 
stepping up.” 

ROCKET ROSTER 
Player                 Grade         Position 
Chase Conyer      12            1B, LHP 
Asa McCord          12            OF, RHP 
Kaiden Travis        12            OF, RHP 
Quinn Summers    11            SS, RHP 
Keegan Pierson     11            3B, RHP 
Jaxton Duncan     10            OF, RHP 
Jake Rich              10            3B, RHP 
Davis Perryman    10                OF 
Brady Dayberry     10        SS, 2B, RHP 
Hudson Stokes       9              IF, RHP 
Drake Young          9             3B, RHP 
Eli Lovell                9          OF, C, RHP 
Eli Herrin                9                  C 
Zack Rustin            9                  C 
Cameron Nesbitt    9               C, OF 
CJ Nelson              9                 OF 
Wyatt Gibson         9                 OF 
Hayden Hughes     8             OF, RHP 
Jett Champion       8             SS, RHP 
Roane Topp            8          OF, C, RHP 
Daryl Sherer           8                 OF 
Brier Brown            7            1B, OF, P 
Gage Adamson      7                 OF 
Draven Farmer       7                 OF 
Carter Tyner           7              2B, SS 
Bentley Rushing     7                 OF  
Coaches: Devin Belt, Riley Jones, Jason 
Stokes, Trace Adams. 

_________________________________

LADY ROCKET ROSTER 
Player                      Grade    Position 
Kayleigh Weathers     Sr         Infield 
Anna Boone                Jr          P, 1B 
Elliot Evans                 Jr          P, OF 
Andrea Federico         Jr         SS, 1B 
Georgia Holeman        Jr            OF 
Elle McDaniel              Jr        C, Utility 
Hannah Jent               So           OF 
Morgan Piper             So       C, Utility 
Macibelle Hardesty    So           1B 
Morgan Stewart          So        1B, 3B 
Brenna Kemmer         8th         P, OF 
Sadie Green               8th         Infield 
Caroline Martin          8th           3B 
Brodi Rich                  8th       P, Infield 
Abigail Champion       8th           SS 
Lilly Cappello             8th         OF, P 
Alexis Mattingly          8th           OF 
Brooklyn Lovell          7th         Infield 
Fiona Louden             7th           1B 
Karlee Jent                 7th         Infield  
Coaches: Chris Evans, Jamie Brown, 
Ashley Frederick, Shawn Holeman and 
grad assistant Jaycee Champion. 
____________________________

Rocket Baseball team members (front from left) are Eli Lovell, Roane Topp, Hayden Hughes, Jett Champion, Cameron Nesbitt, 
Zack Rustin, Jake Rich, Eli Herrin, Brier Brown, Drake Young (back) coach Jason Stokes, coach Trace Adams, Kaiden Travis, Asa 
McCord, Jaxton Duncan, Hudson Stokes, Quinn Summers, Keegan Pierson, Brady Dayberry, Davis Perryman, Chase Conyer, 
coach Riley Jones and head coach Devin Belt.

Lady Rockets working for improved defense

The Lady Rocket softball includes (front from leftr) Abigail Champion, Caroline Martin, Brodi Rich, Alexis Mattingly, Karlee Jent, Brooklyn 
Lovell, Fiona Louden, Lilly Cappello, Brenna Kemmer, Sadie Green, (back) head coach Chris Evans, coach Shawn Holeman, coach Jamie 
Brown, Kayliegh Weathers, Elliot Evans, Georgia Holeman, Anna Boone, Morgan Stewart, Andrea Federico, Macibelle Hardesty, Hannah 
Jent, Ellie McDaniel, Morgan Stewart, coach Ashley Frederick and graduate assistant Jaycee Champion.

Olivia Mattingly
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Crittenden County 4-H Horse Club attended an event last week at Murray State Uni-
versity. The horse judging clinic was organized by the District 7 4-H Horse Program 
and Murray State. Local students learned the basics of horse judging and were 
asked to apply what they learned in judging horses at the arena. The Crittenden 
group judged two conformation classes and two performance classes. Students 
found the program interesting and informative. Pictured are (front from left) Harper 
Riley, Jasely Guess, Brooklyn Suggs, and Presley Herrin, (back) Aerie Suggs, Dally 
Millikan, Adley Sutton, Raylee Millikan and Paige Tinsley.  

Spring is here — 
which means it’s once 
again time to wash the 
windows, organize your 
cabinets and steam your 
carpets. This year, in ad-
dition to tidying up 
around your house, why 
not also consider some 
financial spring clean-
ing?  

Here are some sug-
gestions to consider: 

• “De-clutter” your in-
vestment portfolio. 
When you embark on 
your home cleaning mis-
sion, you might notice 
that you have redun-
dancies — three 
blenders, two vacuum 
cleaners, and so on. 
Similarly, you might find 
duplications in your in-
vestment portfolio, per-
haps in the form of 
multiple, near-identical 
stocks or mutual funds. 
If so, then it might be 
worthwhile to consider 
selling some of these in-
vestments and using the 
proceeds to boost your 
portfolio in other areas 
in which you may be 
lacking.  

• Cut back on “over-
grown” investments. 
Now that winter is over 
and you’re venturing 
outside more, you may 
notice some overgrown 
shrubbery or some tree 
branches that need 
pruning. And while it 
may sound counterintui-
tive, you might also 
have some investments 
that have grown too big 
for your needs. For ex-
ample, you might own 
some growth-oriented 
investments whose 
value has increased so 
much that they now take 
up a larger percentage 
of your portfolio — and 
carry a higher degree of 
risk — than you origi-
nally intended. If that’s 
the case, you might be 
better off by selling 
some of these invest-
ments and purchasing 

others to help bring your 
investment mix back to 
its desired alignment.  

• Dust off your invest-
ment strategy. With 
more sunlight now pour-
ing in your house, you 
might notice that the 
corners of your walls 
and ceiling may need a 
good dusting. And as 
you continually work to 
strengthen your financial 
foundation, you may 
need to dust off your in-
vestment strategy, espe-
cially if you’ve recently 
experienced changes in 
your life, such as a mar-
riage, addition of chil-
dren, new job, and so 
on. And as you move 
closer to retirement, you 
may also need to adjust 
your strategy in some 
ways. For one thing, you 
might want to adopt a 
more conservative in-

vestment approach in 
the years immediately 
preceding your retire-
ment, though you’ll still 
need to have some 
growth potential in your 
portfolio to help keep 
you ahead of inflation. 

• Protect yourself from 
financial dangers. As 
you go about your 
household spring clean-
ing, you may find actual 
physical dangers that 
need to be removed or 
stored more safely, such 
as sharp objects or 
broken tools. And as 
you navigate daily life, 
you may also find 
threats to your financial 
safety — the need for 
an expensive home im-
provement, or a major 
car repair or an unex-
pectedly large medical 
bill. If you don’t have the 
money available to pay 

these expenses, you 
might be forced to dip 
into your retirement ac-
counts or run up your 
credit card or take out a 
high-rate loan. To pro-
tect yourself from having 
to make these moves, 
you may want to main-
tain an emergency fund 
containing several 
months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the 
money kept in a liquid 
account, separate from 
those you use for your 
daily living expenses.  

Of course, some of 
these moves can take 
some time — but by get-
ting started on them 
soon, you can help put 
your financial house in 
better shape by the time 
the next spring cleaning 
rolls around.  

FINANCIAL FOCUS® 
Time for financial spring cleaning

March 20, 2025

Grant Rogers 
Financial Advisor

STAFF REPORT 
A recent meeting billed 

as an “Internet Summit” 
regarding broadband ac-
cess in Marion drew only 
a handful of attendees, 
including Mayor D’Anna 
Browning, Judge-Execu-
tive Perry Newcom, a 
local IT specialist and 
four area businesspeo-
ple. Despite the low 
turnout, discussions 
highlighted ongoing frus-
trations with broadband 
availability and potential 
solutions for businesses 
and residents. 

One key outcome was 
confirmation that AT&T 
is a potential contact for 
businesses seeking fiber 
internet. However, con-
cerns were raised about 
the high cost of AT&T's 
fiber services. Barkley 
Hughes, a longtime IT 
specialist and local resi-
dent, advocated for Star-
link as a viable and more 
affordable alternative for 
both business and resi-
dential use. 

AT&T received a lot of 
government funding for 
broadband expansion 
but hasn’t made it easy 
for businesses to access 
fiber, Hughes said. He 

emphasized that Starlink 
has been a game-
changer, offering reliable 
connectivity without the 
logistical barriers of fiber 
installation. 

Mayor Browning re-
cently met with AT&T 
representatives to dis-
cuss fiber availability for 
businesses in Marion. 
AT&T stated that fiber in-
frastructure is present in 
the city but varies in 
strength and capability. 
The company prefers to 
address connection re-
quests on an individual 
basis and provide cost 
estimates for build-outs 
based on specific busi-
ness needs.  

The mayor expressed 
uncertainty about why 
AT&T could not provide a 
public service map, citing 
proprietary concerns. 

The meeting also 
touched on other broad-
band options. Judge 
Newcom discussed Ken-
ergy’s partnership with 
Conexon Connect, which 
is expanding fiber-optic 
broadband to rural com-
munities. He encouraged 
local leaders to support 
Conexon’s application for 
federal funding through 

the Broadband Equity, 
Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) Program. If ap-
proved, the initiative 
could extend high-speed 
internet to approximately 
49,000 unserved and un-
derserved homes and 
businesses across 13 
counties, including Crit-
tenden. 

Beyond improving in-
ternet access, the 
Conexon project aims to 
enhance electric grid re-
liability by integrating 
smart-grid technology. 
This would allow for bet-
ter communication be-
tween electrical systems, 
reducing power outages 
and improving energy ef-
ficiency. 

For businesses in Mar-
ion, the choice largely 
comes down to AT&T 
fiber or Starlink, while 
residents may also have 
the option of Conexon in 
the future. With high-
speed internet access be-
coming essential for 
economic growth, educa-
tion, and healthcare, 
local leaders continue to 
push for expanded 
broadband solutions to 
bridge the digital divide 
in rural Kentucky.

STAFF REPORT 
Marion Tourism Commission met 

Tuesday morning to discuss several 
topics, including a request from Marion 
Mayor D’Anna Browning for financial 
support toward purchasing veteran 
banners to hang on downtown light 
poles. 

Commissioners approved contribut-
ing $1,300 toward purchasing the dec-
orative banners, which will depict 
images of local veterans who have died 
in action during wars and conflicts 
since World War I. The city hopes to 
have the banners purchased and dis-
played for Memorial Day in May. 

Banners may also be purchased by 
individuals to recognize family or 
friends who served in any branch of the 
military. Those, too, will be hung for pe-
riods on downtown light poles (see re-
lated article elsewhere in this edition). 

Tourism Director Michele Edwards 
said the new pickleball courts at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park should be 
painted, striped and have nets installed 
for play to begin at some point in April. 
She said it will probably be later in the 
month before all work is complete. 

The board also set dates for upcom-
ing events, including a disc golf tourna-
ment at the park on April 12, a 
bowfishing tournament headquartered 
at the fairgrounds on May 10, and the 
Marion Show and Shine car shows, 
which start May 22. Show and Shine 
events will also take place every fourth 
Thursday of the month through Sep-
tember. 

Marion Baptist Church will host a 
Community Block Party at the park on 
April 13 and an Easter egg hunt on 
April 19.

Marion summit draws small turnout 

Broadband options improving

Pickleball courts ready in April
STAFF REPORT 

During the week that 
Crittenden County stu-
dents are on spring 
break, the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
plans to close a section of 
U.S. 60 between Salem 
and Marion, starting at 7 
a.m. Tuesday, April 1. 

The highway will be 
closed between KY 855 
and KY 297 in the New 
Salem area. Crews will 
remove and replace an 
existing concrete box cul-
vert that carries a tribu-
tary of Dry Fork Creek 
under the roadway at the 
1.13-mile marker. 

Work is expected to be 
completed by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 2, 
weather permitting. 

Scheduling the work 
during spring break 
avoids disruption of 
school bus and other 
school-related traffic.

US 60 West closing spring break

Chickens denied space; 
rec complex can proceed
STAFF REPORT 

Marion City Council on 
Monday approved a re-
quest for a zoning change 
at the corner of Old Mor-
ganfield Road and Adams 
Street. 

Marion’s Planning and 
Zoning Board recom-
mended affirming the re-
quest by Colby Davis to 
change the zoning from 
agricultural to business 
so he can develop an in-
door recreation and fit-
ness center there. 

The approval included 
a caveat that the en-
trance to the develop-
ment must come off 
Adams Street instead of 
Old Morganfield Road. 

While the recreation 
complex gained a favor-
able outcome, chickens 
were not so lucky. 

Council members dis-
cussed recent requests 
by residents who want 
the town to create new 
regulations or alter exist-
ing ordinances to allow 
backyard chicken flocks 
in the city. With egg 
prices exceeding $6 a 
dozen, many people are 
considering raising 
chickens. 

No formal action was 
taken, but based on dis-
cussion, it appeared 
clear that council mem-

bers have no appetite for 
making changes to cur-
rent prohibitions on 
barnyard animals on 
properties inside the cor-
porate city limits unless 
those properties are 
zoned for agriculture. 

Council members cited 
concerns about potential 
issues associated with al-
lowing chickens in Mar-
ion, such as effects on 
groundwater, noise pol-
lution, and the likelihood 
that chickens would at-
tract predators like rac-
coons, snakes and other 
varmints. 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing said the idea of host-
ing backyard flocks 
would be akin to develop-
ing a “long-term solution 
for a temporary problem” 
because egg prices will 
almost certainly not stay 
high. 

There were no positive 
comments from individu-
als attending the meet-
ing, but some did speak 
against allowing the 
chickens. 

In other city business, 
council members elected 
Councilman Randy 
Dunn as mayor pro tem. 
He will preside over 
meetings when the 
mayor is unavailable. 

•Kelsey Berry was ap-

pointed to the City of 
Marion Code Enforce-
ment Board for a three-
year term. 

•Callie Courtney was 
appointed to the Marion 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission for a four-
year term. 

The council approved 
accepting an alley into 
the city street system 
and naming it Free Will 
Street, a reference to a 
church that was formerly 
located nearby. The 
street connects Moore 
Street to Main Street and 
had been in disrepair for 
several years. 

A request was made by 
Karen Cruce to rename 
Wilson Hill for her late fa-
ther, Richard Cruce, a 
local businessman who 
developed Hillcrest Sub-
division on top of the hill 
above the city’s eastside. 

No formal action was 
taken, but council mem-
bers appeared favorable 
to the idea. Research will 
be conducted to deter-
mine what steps must be 
taken to get the name 
changed on official maps 
and whether the city has 
any jurisdiction over re-
naming such natural 
landmarks.

Crittenden County FFA 
chapter is gearing up for a 
spring event, kicking off 
its greenhouse season 
with a vendor fair on Sat-
urday, April 12, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., on the 
school campus. 

The fair, designed to 
provide a marketplace for 
handmade and home-
made goods, is expected 
to feature a variety of 
small businesses. Shop-
pers can browse a selec-
tion of products, 
including soaps, beef tal-

low, local honey, arts and 
crafts, and more. 

Concessions will be 
available, provided by the 
Lions Club. Organizers 
encourage community 
members to attend and 
support local vendors. 
Those interested in re-
serving a vendor booth 
can find contact details 
on the event flyer or reach 
out to chapter sponsors 
Jessica Ambercrombie at 
859-396-5185 or Marlee 
Lanham at 270-704-
6050.

FFA to host vendor 
fair at greenhouse
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STAFF REPORT 
The attorney for a woman who last 

fall tried to throw drugs over a wall into 
Crittenden County Detention Center’s 
recreation area asked for leniency for 
his client, but Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady denied the request. 

Attorney Cody Hooks of Princeton 
said Rebecca Rednour, 36, of Hop-
kinsville, was under the influence of 
multiple drugs and not making good 
decisions when she attempted to intro-
duce contraband into the 
jail. He said judges in 
Christian and Hopkins 
counties, where Rednour 
has additional unrelated 
charges, were willing to 
work out a deal so she 
could enroll in drug court. 

A woman who has cus-
tody of Rednour’s daughter in foster 
care testified that she would allow the 
defendant to live in her home if released 
to participate in drug court. 

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Hunt argued that Rednour should 
not receive special consideration be-
cause she was “literally inches or feet” 
away from facing a much more serious 
crime of promoting contraband into the 
jail, which could have made her eligible 
as a persistent felony offender. 

Rednour was seen trying to throw 
something behind the jail’s exterior 
wall, but despite efforts to find the con-
traband, officials did not discover what 
it was. They found only what the defen-
dant failed to throw over the wall, 
which were prescription pills. Hunt said 
had she been able to toss them into the 

jail rec area, and the evidence located 
inside, a stiffer charge and penality 
would have been appropriate. 

“She would be looking at 10 to 20 
years,” Hunt said, suggesting that the 
previously agreed-upon sentence of one 
year was already favorable considering 
other potential consequences. 

Rednour also has an active case in 
Tennessee. 

The judge said there were too many 
cases for him to release Rednour into 
drug court, effectively probating her 
sentence to time served. Held since her 
arrest for the crime, she has already 
been incarcerated for 157 days toward 
the one-year sentence. 

Heady formalized Rednour’s sentence 
at one year for felony first-degree pos-
session of a controlled substance (hy-
drocodone) and 365 days each on two 
misdemeanors, attempting to promote 
contraband and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The time will run con-
currently. 

•A Marion couple accused of first-de-
gree criminal abuse of a child under 12 
pleaded guilty to lesser charges last 
week and were granted pretrial diver-
sion. 

Brittany Pitre, 36, and Justin Pitre, 
35, had been jailed since last fall on 
Class B felony charges but were sen-
tenced to five years of pretrial diversion 
on Class D felonies and Class A misde-
meanors for second-degree criminal 
abuse and endangering the welfare of a 
child. As part of their diversion, they 

are prohibited from being alone with 
the child. 

Authorities were called to their resi-
dence on KY 365 on Sept. 28 of last 
year following a request from the De-
partment of Community Based Services 
regarding a child welfare complaint. 
Law enforcement found an 11-year-old 
girl who had been largely confined to 
her bedroom, which was in an unsani-
tary state, with human feces on the 
floor. 

Initially believed to be a physical 
abuse case, the prosecutor said it was 
later determined the situation was 
more “environmental” in nature, lead-
ing to the revised charges. After hearing 
the commonwealth's recommendation, 
Judge Heady accepted the plea deal. 

The Pitres were released from custody 
Friday following the agreement. 

•Jonathan Richard Luis Kentfield, 
41, of Marion pleaded guilty to one 
amended felony count of first-degree 
sexual abuse, a Class D felony, and dis-
tribution of obscene material to a 
minor, a Class A misdemeanor. He had 
originally faced a more serious charge 
of procurement or promotion of a minor 
under the age of 12 involving sexual or 
other prohibited activities (electronic 
means). 

Court records say that Kentucky 
State Police received a complaint about 
the situation that reportedly occurred 
on Aug. 23, 2023. As part of the probe, 
Kentfield’s smartphone was confiscated 
and searched. On it, police found sexu-

ally explicit material. Police also say 
they found evidence in the victim’s 
journal. 

•Alexis Ann Parker, 23, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge of sec-
ond-degree criminal abuse of a child 
under 12 years old. 

Parker was given pretrial diversion. 
Under the diversion plan, the charges 
will be dropped if no further offenses 
are reported over the next five years. 

•Josh Hunter, 44, of Salem was sanc-
tioned for violating terms of his proba-
tion on a 2022 conviction for flagrant 
non-support. The court added three 
years to his probationary period, mean-
ing he will be on probation until Sep-
tember 2026. The sanction was issued 
for Hunter’s failure to take the proper 
dosage of medication prescribed to him. 

•Lonnie Ray Moore, 53, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to a Class C felony for 
second-degree burglary and misde-
meanor charges of third-degree terror-
istic threatening and resisting arrest. 
He was sentenced to 10 years on the 
burglary charge and 365 days on the 
other charges. The time will run con-
secutively, and the commonwealth does 
not oppose shock probation after 30 
days so long as he immediately enters 
a long-term treatment program. 

Court records say Moore broke 
through the window of a family mem-
ber’s home on Nov. 25 and threatened 
her life. The victim filed an emergency 
protective order against Moore. Police 
later found him down the road from the 
victim’s home. He refused to get out of 
his vehicle, and officers had to remove 
him by force. 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Grand Jury indicted 
three individuals last 
week in a light docket. 
Methamphetamine played 
a part in all of the cases. 

A grand jury does not 
decide guilt or innocence; 
rather, it determines 
whether enough evidence 
exists to proceed with 
prosecuting a felony case 
in circuit court. The pros-
ecution is the sole source 
of evidence presented to 
the grand jury. 

The following indict-
ments were issued during 
the grand jury’s March 
session: 

•Allison D. Robinson, 
25, of Marion was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
second-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  

According to court 
records, a deputy was 

preparing to transport 
Robinson to the jail on 
another matter and 
warned her about taking 
contraband into the de-
tention center. She al-
legedly told the officer 
about a syringe in her 
bra. Three syringes were 
found inside her clothing 
and, according to the ci-
tation, she admitted that 
meth was inside the sy-
ringes. She also told offi-
cers that she was 13 
weeks pregnant.  

•Jerry David Rodney 
Jr., 35, of Clay was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree, second-of-
fense possession of a con-
trolled    substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
prescription medication 
not in original container, 
third-degree possession 
of a controlled substance, 
first-offense operating a 
motor vehicle under the 
influence of a controlled 

substance, operating on 
a suspended or revoked 
license and failure of 
owner to maintain insur-
ance and a violation of 
having no or expired reg-
istration plates. 

Court records indicate 
that local law enforce-
ment observed in October 
of last year Rodney oper-
ating a vehicle on Sturgis 
Road with an expired li-
cense plate. A traffic stop 
and subsequent investi-
gation led to further 
charges.  

•Kevin W. Bingham, 
59, of Marion was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) in a 
direct submittal to the 
grand jury by Marion Po-
lice Department. The in-
dictment alleges that 
Bingham was in posses-
sion of meth on Jan. 1, 
2024. 

But legislation 
tightens down 
on their phones 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Now that the legislative ses-
sion has concluded, several 
bills impacting student drivers 
and school policies are set to 
take effect. 

Among the most notable 
changes is House Bill 15, 
which lowers the minimum age 
for obtaining a learner’s permit 
from 16 to 15. The legislation, 
sponsored by House Majority 
Leader Steve Rudy, R-Padu-
cah, still requires permit hold-
ers to complete a 180-day 
waiting period before they can 
test for an intermediate driver’s 
license at age 16, according to 
a news release from the Leg-
islative Research Commission. 

New drivers must complete a 
driver training course and hold 
an intermediate license for at 
least 180 days before qualify-
ing for a full operator’s license. 

Kentucky lawmakers have 
also proposed strict require-
ments for these new drivers,. 
Among the measures is a re-
quirment for teens to accumu-
late 60 hours of supervised 
practice, including 10 hours of 
night driving. During each ses-
sion, they must be accompa-
nied only by an adult at least 
21 years of age. After six 
months of supervised driving, 
teens can apply for an interme-
diate license, but they must 
complete their driver training 
and maintain their intermedi-
ate license for another six 
months. 

If signed by Gov. Andy 
Beshear, the law would change 
the state’s driver licensing 
process for the first time in 

years. 
Currently, Kentucky teens 

must be 16 to apply for a per-
mit. 

Supporters argue the meas-
ure allows teens more time to 
practice under supervision be-
fore driving independently. 
However, some opponents 
have expressed concerns over 
younger, less experienced driv-
ers sharing the road. 

Another major policy change 
coming to schools is House Bill 
208, which bans student cell 
phone use during instructional 
hours. The legislation, ap-
proved by a 35-0 vote in the 
Senate, requires school dis-
tricts to adopt policies pro-
hibiting student phone use in 
classrooms, though teachers 
may grant exceptions for edu-
cational purposes. 

Additionally, Senate Bill 19 
mandates a moment of silence 
at the start of each school day, 

giving students up to two min-
utes to pray, meditate, or re-
flect as they choose. 

Lawmakers also passed an 
education-related measure al-
lowing students to take an 
hour off weekly for “moral in-
struction,” though specifics on 
implementation remain un-
clear. 

With the session now closed, 
attention turns to Gov. Andy 
Beshear, who will decide which 
bills to sign, allow to become 
law without his signature, or 
veto. Lawmakers will recon-
vene later this month to con-
sider overriding any vetoes 
before adjourning for the year. 

The governor has already 
signed into law Republican-led 
signature legislation to shave 
another half percentage point 
from the personal income tax 
rate, the third such cut since 
2022, bringing the rate to 3.5% 
effective Jan. 1. Beshear 

signed that measure in early 
February. Lawmakers also ap-
proved easier conditions for 
lowering the state's personal 
income tax in the future.

Teen drivers could get earlier permit

Judge denies plea for leniency in jail contraband case

Rednour

   CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

  CRITTENDEN COUNTY GRAND JURY

Methamphetamine suspected 
in all three March indictments

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County School District is 

applying for the Kentucky Department 
of Education’s (KDE) Summer Boost: 
Reading and Mathematics Program, an 
initiative aimed at promoting family en-
gagement in literacy and math while en-
suring students have access to meals 
during the summer months. 

The program, a collaboration between 
KDE’s Office of Teaching and Learning 
and the Summer Food Service Program, 
provides participating districts with free 
books for students in grades K-12, 
along with interactive materials such as 
bracelets, bookmarks and book bags to 
encourage daily reading. 

Districts selected for the program will 
also receive digital math games, train-
ing on how to engage families using the 
provided materials, and creative strate-

gies for incorporating literacy and nu-
meracy into everyday life. Additionally, 
a guest reader will have the opportunity 
to visit and read to students. 

“Summer meal programs play a criti-
cal role in ensuring hunger doesn’t keep 
students from reaching their full poten-
tial,” said Danielle Ward, KDE’s Sum-
mer Boost coordinator. “With the 
Summer Boost: Reading and Mathe-
matics Program, your district will have 
the opportunity to feed children and 
promote supports for reading and 
mathematics throughout the summer.” 

To be considered, districts must sub-
mit an application confirming their in-
terest by March 28. Families wanting to 
participate can contact the district’s 
Summer Food Service Department for 
information about local meal service 
sites.

Schools apply for summer program
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STAFF REPORT 
The attorney for a woman who last 

fall tried to throw drugs over a wall into 
Crittenden County Detention Center’s 
recreation area asked for leniency for 
his client, but Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady denied the request. 

Attorney Cody Hooks of Princeton 
said Rebecca Rednour, 36, of Hop-
kinsville, was under the influence of 
multiple drugs and not making good 
decisions when she attempted to intro-
duce contraband into the 
jail. He said judges in 
Christian and Hopkins 
counties, where Rednour 
has additional unrelated 
charges, were willing to 
work out a deal so she 
could enroll in drug court. 

A woman who has cus-
tody of Rednour’s daughter in foster 
care testified that she would allow the 
defendant to live in her home if released 
to participate in drug court. 

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Hunt argued that Rednour should 
not receive special consideration be-
cause she was “literally inches or feet” 
away from facing a much more serious 
crime of promoting contraband into the 
jail, which could have made her eligible 
as a persistent felony offender. 

Rednour was seen trying to throw 
something behind the jail’s exterior 
wall, but despite efforts to find the con-
traband, officials did not discover what 
it was. They found only what the defen-
dant failed to throw over the wall, 
which were prescription pills. Hunt said 
had she been able to toss them into the 

jail rec area, and the evidence located 
inside, a stiffer charge and penality 
would have been appropriate. 

“She would be looking at 10 to 20 
years,” Hunt said, suggesting that the 
previously agreed-upon sentence of one 
year was already favorable considering 
other potential consequences. 

Rednour also has an active case in 
Tennessee. 

The judge said there were too many 
cases for him to release Rednour into 
drug court, effectively probating her 
sentence to time served. Held since her 
arrest for the crime, she has already 
been incarcerated for 157 days toward 
the one-year sentence. 

Heady formalized Rednour’s sentence 
at one year for felony first-degree pos-
session of a controlled substance (hy-
drocodone) and 365 days each on two 
misdemeanors, attempting to promote 
contraband and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The time will run con-
currently. 

•A Marion couple accused of first-de-
gree criminal abuse of a child under 12 
pleaded guilty to lesser charges last 
week and were granted pretrial diver-
sion. 

Brittany Pitre, 36, and Justin Pitre, 
35, had been jailed since last fall on 
Class B felony charges but were sen-
tenced to five years of pretrial diversion 
on Class D felonies and Class A misde-
meanors for second-degree criminal 
abuse and endangering the welfare of a 
child. As part of their diversion, they 

are prohibited from being alone with 
the child. 

Authorities were called to their resi-
dence on KY 365 on Sept. 28 of last 
year following a request from the De-
partment of Community Based Services 
regarding a child welfare complaint. 
Law enforcement found an 11-year-old 
girl who had been largely confined to 
her bedroom, which was in an unsani-
tary state, with human feces on the 
floor. 

Initially believed to be a physical 
abuse case, the prosecutor said it was 
later determined the situation was 
more “environmental” in nature, lead-
ing to the revised charges. After hearing 
the commonwealth's recommendation, 
Judge Heady accepted the plea deal. 

The Pitres were released from custody 
Friday following the agreement. 

•Jonathan Richard Luis Kentfield, 
41, of Marion pleaded guilty to one 
amended felony count of first-degree 
sexual abuse, a Class D felony, and dis-
tribution of obscene material to a 
minor, a Class A misdemeanor. He had 
originally faced a more serious charge 
of procurement or promotion of a minor 
under the age of 12 involving sexual or 
other prohibited activities (electronic 
means). 

Court records say that Kentucky 
State Police received a complaint about 
the situation that reportedly occurred 
on Aug. 23, 2023. As part of the probe, 
Kentfield’s smartphone was confiscated 
and searched. On it, police found sexu-

ally explicit material. Police also say 
they found evidence in the victim’s 
journal. 

•Alexis Ann Parker, 23, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge of sec-
ond-degree criminal abuse of a child 
under 12 years old. 

Parker was given pretrial diversion. 
Under the diversion plan, the charges 
will be dropped if no further offenses 
are reported over the next five years. 

•Josh Hunter, 44, of Salem was sanc-
tioned for violating terms of his proba-
tion on a 2022 conviction for flagrant 
non-support. The court added three 
years to his probationary period, mean-
ing he will be on probation until Sep-
tember 2026. The sanction was issued 
for Hunter’s failure to take the proper 
dosage of medication prescribed to him. 

•Lonnie Ray Moore, 53, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to a Class C felony for 
second-degree burglary and misde-
meanor charges of third-degree terror-
istic threatening and resisting arrest. 
He was sentenced to 10 years on the 
burglary charge and 365 days on the 
other charges. The time will run con-
secutively, and the commonwealth does 
not oppose shock probation after 30 
days so long as he immediately enters 
a long-term treatment program. 

Court records say Moore broke 
through the window of a family mem-
ber’s home on Nov. 25 and threatened 
her life. The victim filed an emergency 
protective order against Moore. Police 
later found him down the road from the 
victim’s home. He refused to get out of 
his vehicle, and officers had to remove 
him by force. 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Grand Jury indicted 
three individuals last 
week in a light docket. 
Methamphetamine played 
a part in all of the cases. 

A grand jury does not 
decide guilt or innocence; 
rather, it determines 
whether enough evidence 
exists to proceed with 
prosecuting a felony case 
in circuit court. The pros-
ecution is the sole source 
of evidence presented to 
the grand jury. 

The following indict-
ments were issued during 
the grand jury’s March 
session: 

•Allison D. Robinson, 
25, of Marion was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
second-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  

According to court 
records, a deputy was 

preparing to transport 
Robinson to the jail on 
another matter and 
warned her about taking 
contraband into the de-
tention center. She al-
legedly told the officer 
about a syringe in her 
bra. Three syringes were 
found inside her clothing 
and, according to the ci-
tation, she admitted that 
meth was inside the sy-
ringes. She also told offi-
cers that she was 13 
weeks pregnant.  

•Jerry David Rodney 
Jr., 35, of Clay was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree, second-of-
fense possession of a con-
trolled    substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
prescription medication 
not in original container, 
third-degree possession 
of a controlled substance, 
first-offense operating a 
motor vehicle under the 
influence of a controlled 

substance, operating on 
a suspended or revoked 
license and failure of 
owner to maintain insur-
ance and a violation of 
having no or expired reg-
istration plates. 

Court records indicate 
that local law enforce-
ment observed in October 
of last year Rodney oper-
ating a vehicle on Sturgis 
Road with an expired li-
cense plate. A traffic stop 
and subsequent investi-
gation led to further 
charges.  

•Kevin W. Bingham, 
59, of Marion was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) in a 
direct submittal to the 
grand jury by Marion Po-
lice Department. The in-
dictment alleges that 
Bingham was in posses-
sion of meth on Jan. 1, 
2024. 

But legislation 
tightens down 
on their phones 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Now that the legislative ses-
sion has concluded, several 
bills impacting student drivers 
and school policies are set to 
take effect. 

Among the most notable 
changes is House Bill 15, 
which lowers the minimum age 
for obtaining a learner’s permit 
from 16 to 15. The legislation, 
sponsored by House Majority 
Leader Steve Rudy, R-Padu-
cah, still requires permit hold-
ers to complete a 180-day 
waiting period before they can 
test for an intermediate driver’s 
license at age 16, according to 
a news release from the Leg-
islative Research Commission. 

New drivers must complete a 
driver training course and hold 
an intermediate license for at 
least 180 days before qualify-
ing for a full operator’s license. 

Kentucky lawmakers have 
also proposed strict require-
ments for these new drivers,. 
Among the measures is a re-
quirment for teens to accumu-
late 60 hours of supervised 
practice, including 10 hours of 
night driving. During each ses-
sion, they must be accompa-
nied only by an adult at least 
21 years of age. After six 
months of supervised driving, 
teens can apply for an interme-
diate license, but they must 
complete their driver training 
and maintain their intermedi-
ate license for another six 
months. 

If signed by Gov. Andy 
Beshear, the law would change 
the state’s driver licensing 
process for the first time in 

years. 
Currently, Kentucky teens 

must be 16 to apply for a per-
mit. 

Supporters argue the meas-
ure allows teens more time to 
practice under supervision be-
fore driving independently. 
However, some opponents 
have expressed concerns over 
younger, less experienced driv-
ers sharing the road. 

Another major policy change 
coming to schools is House Bill 
208, which bans student cell 
phone use during instructional 
hours. The legislation, ap-
proved by a 35-0 vote in the 
Senate, requires school dis-
tricts to adopt policies pro-
hibiting student phone use in 
classrooms, though teachers 
may grant exceptions for edu-
cational purposes. 

Additionally, Senate Bill 19 
mandates a moment of silence 
at the start of each school day, 

giving students up to two min-
utes to pray, meditate, or re-
flect as they choose. 

Lawmakers also passed an 
education-related measure al-
lowing students to take an 
hour off weekly for “moral in-
struction,” though specifics on 
implementation remain un-
clear. 

With the session now closed, 
attention turns to Gov. Andy 
Beshear, who will decide which 
bills to sign, allow to become 
law without his signature, or 
veto. Lawmakers will recon-
vene later this month to con-
sider overriding any vetoes 
before adjourning for the year. 

The governor has already 
signed into law Republican-led 
signature legislation to shave 
another half percentage point 
from the personal income tax 
rate, the third such cut since 
2022, bringing the rate to 3.5% 
effective Jan. 1. Beshear 

signed that measure in early 
February. Lawmakers also ap-
proved easier conditions for 
lowering the state's personal 
income tax in the future.

Teen drivers could get earlier permit

Judge denies plea for leniency in jail contraband case

Rednour

   CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

  CRITTENDEN COUNTY GRAND JURY

Methamphetamine suspected 
in all three March indictments

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County School District is 

applying for the Kentucky Department 
of Education’s (KDE) Summer Boost: 
Reading and Mathematics Program, an 
initiative aimed at promoting family en-
gagement in literacy and math while en-
suring students have access to meals 
during the summer months. 

The program, a collaboration between 
KDE’s Office of Teaching and Learning 
and the Summer Food Service Program, 
provides participating districts with free 
books for students in grades K-12, 
along with interactive materials such as 
bracelets, bookmarks and book bags to 
encourage daily reading. 

Districts selected for the program will 
also receive digital math games, train-
ing on how to engage families using the 
provided materials, and creative strate-

gies for incorporating literacy and nu-
meracy into everyday life. Additionally, 
a guest reader will have the opportunity 
to visit and read to students. 

“Summer meal programs play a criti-
cal role in ensuring hunger doesn’t keep 
students from reaching their full poten-
tial,” said Danielle Ward, KDE’s Sum-
mer Boost coordinator. “With the 
Summer Boost: Reading and Mathe-
matics Program, your district will have 
the opportunity to feed children and 
promote supports for reading and 
mathematics throughout the summer.” 

To be considered, districts must sub-
mit an application confirming their in-
terest by March 28. Families wanting to 
participate can contact the district’s 
Summer Food Service Department for 
information about local meal service 
sites.

Schools apply for summer program


